Sawyer County
Agenda
Public Safety Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 5, 2020 @ 8:30 AM
Assembly Room

Page
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS
LAW

3.

MEETING AGENDA

4.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

5.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
Public Safety 2-6-20
a.

6.

BUS SAFETY DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

7.

JUDGE'S REPORT

8.

CLERK OF COURT'S OFFICE REPORTS
CoC Public Safety Report - March 2020
a.

9.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE REPORT

10.

CHILD SUPPORT DEPARTMENT REPORT

11.

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT REPORT

3-5

6

a.

Chief Deputy Report

b.

Patrol Report

c.

Jail Report

d.

Animal Control Report
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12.

CORONER'S REPORT

13.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT
March 5th 2020 PS report
a.

7

b.

Communication Specialist Report

14.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL UPDATE

15.

AMBULANCE SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

16.

SECOND CIRCUIT COURT

8 - 10

a.

17.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
a.

18.

Finance Committee forwarded a recommendation to the County
Board that these questions are answered before any other fiscal
action is taken. Discussion and possible action
Second Judge Questions
Second Circuit Court Status

2nd Amendment Protection

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES AND
MEETINGS, OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its committees may be present at this
meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the committees have established
attendance at this meeting as an official function of the Board or committee(s) or otherwise made a
determination that attendance at the meeting is necessary to carry out the Board or committee’s
function. The only purpose for other supervisors attending the meeting is to listen to the information
presented. Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the committee providing this notice and
agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting.
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Draft
Minutes of the meeting of the Public Safety Committee.
Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
February 6, 2020; 8:30 a.m.; Assembly Room; Sawyer County Courthouse
Members present: Helen Dennis, Ron Buckholtz, James Schlender, Dale Schleeter
Others present: Carol Williamson, Tom Hoff, Pat Sanchez, Joe Sajdera, Jeff Johnson, Sherrie Shelton,
Craig Faulstich, Mark Kelsey, Terrell Boetcher, Sandy Okamoto, Charles Weidner, Malcolm Haag, JT
Wohling, Nick Al-Moghrabi, Dennis Nelson, Jessica Hutchison, Paul Wessel, Jenifer Frank, Lonnie Kennell,
Stacey Hessel, Joel Clapero, Dave Biller, Barbara Biller, Frank Zufall, Dave Innerebner
Chair James Schlender called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.
Motion by Buckholtz, 2nd by Dennis, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried
Motion by Dennis, 2nd by Buckholtz, to approve the minutes of the January 2, 2020 meeting. Motion
carried
Chair Schlender asked for comments from the public on Bus Safety. Below are some of the comments.
Jessica Hutchison, Director K thru 12, LCO School. LCO has seven buses transporting students. The
School Resource Officer issues citations to offenders. Bus drivers notice that when the yellow flashing
lights are on, approaching vehicles speed up rather than slow down. Bus drivers have annual training.
The public needs education and more awareness of laws.
Paul Wessel, Hurricane Busing. This is a big problem daily. Twenty-seven bus routes run morning and
night. Agrees the yellow lights encourage drivers to speed up to get by the bus. Flashing yellow is on at
100 feet if less than 45 mph speed limit and on at 300 feet if greater than 45 mph. Bus cameras cost
from $2,000 to $7,000 per bus. Bus routes planned so students do not have to cross the road. Have had
drivers pass bus on right side.
Supervisor Ron Buckholtz drives for ICAA and has a monitor riding the bus. The monitor helps get license
number and description when a violation occurs. Buses equipped with seat belts. Takes a little more
time to buckle students in.
Barb Biller, LCO head start. Four buses, eight routes. Transport 3-5 year olds. Monitors ride the buses.
Sheriff Doug Mrotek. At minimum, need License Plate #. Other info that helps with citation is description
of vehicle and driver. Citation is $326.50
Chief Deputy Joe Sajdera. 2017 ten bus-passing complaints. 2018 four complaints. 2019 four complaints.
2020 one complaint so far. In those years issued three citations.
City of Hayward Chief of Police Joel Clapero. This is a huge problem. Statutory time limit is 48 hours to
issue a citation.
Craig Faulstich. Are there grants available for cameras?
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Mark Kelsey. Possible County Ordinance vs State statute violation.
Sherrie Shelton, bus driver. There are hot spots. Increased presence of law enforcement could be a
deterrent.
Paul Wessel. Sheriff presence helps. Violations are either intentional or not paying attention.
Barb Biller. Agrees there are hot spots.
Craig Faulstich. Requests drivers share hot spots with law enforcement
Joel Clapero. Currently working on traffic grants.
Bus Safety will be on the March agenda for further review and possible action.
Clerk of Court Marge Kelsey provided a written report. Administrator Tom Hoff informed the Committee
there was a resignation in the Clerk of Courts office and an employee was out sick causing a staff
shortage.
Hoff informed the Committee the hiring process has started for the second assistant District Attorney
and plans for office space.
Child Support Director Sandy Okamoto provided a written report. Renovation will start soon for DA
office space.
Deputy Nick Al-Moghrabi and Deputy Dennis Nelson reported on the Sawyer County K9 teams. From
June 2017 until the end of 2019, both teams were called out 534 times. Dogs are used in more serious
offenses to promote safety for the public and the officers.
Motion by Buckholtz, 2nd by Schleeter, to suspend the agenda to hear from an individual on bus safety.
Motion carried
Dave Innerebner, LCO Head start bus driver. Drives the Hayward route. Frequent violations. Need more
awareness.
Chief Deputy Joe Sajdera provided a written report on calls handled by dispatch. In January there were
4,531 phone calls resulting in 1,338 calls for service.
Sheriff Doug Mrotek presented the Patrol Report from Road Lieutenant Greg Ripczinski. The report
breaks down the 900 calls for Sawyer County Sheriff Department response in January 2020.
Jail Administrator Jeff Johnson provided a jail report. As of today, there are 117 inmates, including 2 out
on electronic monitor, and 19 housed out of county. Johnson also provided a report on the daily inmate
population in January.
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Sheriff Mrotek reported five inmates are working on the construction course building a storage shed at
New Reflections. Two inmates scheduled for release will continue on the project after their release from
jail.
Animal Control Officer Sherrie Shelton provided a written report and reported to the Committee.
Sheriff Mrotek presented two joint powers agreements for the Town of Stone Lake and The Town of
Bass Lake, both in Washburn County. These agreements are necessary for fire districts and emergency
departments to provide services. Motion by Schleeter, 2nd by Buckholtz, to forward to County Board for
approval. Motion carried
Emergency Management Director Pat Sanchez presented a written report.
Communication Specialist John Kruk provided a written report.
The Drug Court Grant is on a five-year cycle. Application in 2021, award in 2022. Sawyer County will start
collecting data to be ready for application.
Sawyer County Ambulance Director Nate Dunston provided a report to the Committee.
Chair Schlender updated the Committee on the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council. Schlender met
with the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board. LCO considering an additional $25,000 contribution
to the Criminal Justice Coordinating program.
Administrator Hoff will meet with Nate Dunston to arrange a date for an open house at the Ojibwa
Ambulance facility. This will be on the February County Board agenda or the March Public Safety agenda
depending on the date.
Adjourned 9:46 am
Minutes prepared by Carol Williamson
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CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Phone (715) 634-4887 ~ FAX (715)638-3297
CLERK OF COURT
Marge Kelsey

DEPUTY CLERKS
Jill C Tonn
Sari L Torstenson
Terri J Roeske

10610 Main Street
Suite #74
Hayward, WI 54843

Clerk’s Report for March 2020 Public Safety Committee:

We only have 4 case(s) set for jury trial in March
New Cases filed from 02/01/2020 – 02/25/2020
18
21
8
186
35

Felony (CF)
Misdemeanor (CM)
Criminal Traffic (CT)
Traffic & Forfeiture citations (TR & FO)
Civil, Small Claims, Family/Paternity & Transcript of Judgments
(CV, SC, FA, PA & TJ)

We are happy to announce that our new Financial Deputy Clerk, Leslie Strapon, started with us
on Monday, February 24, 2020. A couple of District 10 Clerks of Court have graciously offered
to allow their Financial clerks to work with Leslie in learning the Financial program and
collections within the CCAP application.
We have done a little reorganization within our office, Sari Torstenson is now the Criminal Clerk
and our new hire, Lisa Turnbull will be the Small Claims, Traffic, back-up Criminal clerk. Lisa’s
first day with us will be March 16th.
I would like to take this opportunity to commend Jill, Terri and Sari. Over the past couple
months, they have taken on extra tasks to help get us through until we are back to full staff.
These three ladies have shown true grace under fire, working together as a team, keeping a
positive attitude and making sure the jobs are done.
Respectfully submitted by,
Marge Kelsey
Clerk of Court
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EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT
5116N Crawford St
Winter, WI 54896
715-634-2004
psanchez@sawyercountygov.org

March 5th, 2020, Public Safety Committee Report

Birkie went well.
Meetings and Trainings Attended:
 WEM regional
 Birkie Security
 TSC
SAR:
 SAR and VETS volunteers assisted LE with Safety and Security of Birkie
Radio Update:
 See John Kruk’s Report
Submitted: 03/02/2020
Patricia Sanchez, CEM
Sawyer County Emergency Manager
SCSAR Coordinator
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Finance Committee Questions – 1/9/2020
1. The current bills state “The director of state courts may require any county, as a condition for
receiving a circuit court branch allocation under this subsection, to have established or to apply for a
grant under s. 165.95 or 165.955 to establish a drug court.” Sawyer County had one, it was dissolved.
Where are we in establishing this to have the best chance to be awarded a second judge? Grants are
available, is this in the works, are we eligible for the grant since we had one established before? Did we
apply for and receive one previously?
2. What will the impact to the courts backlog be once we have a second assistant district attorney in
place? Could this help alleviate the backlog?
3. What percentage of cases are delayed due to insufficient court appointed attorney availability? If this
is not remedied, how will a second judge be effective?
4. What percentage of cases are delayed due to insufficient public defender availability? If this is not
remedied, how will a second judge be effective?
5. What progress has been made to correct inefficient practices identified by the 10th Judicial District
Chief Judge in the County Clerk’s office? What impact will these improvements have to the future
caseload and the backlog?
6. What impact have the various new programs initiated to lower the jail population had on the
caseload?
7. What could be the impact of additional resources for current and future programs in cooperation with
the Tribal Governing Board?
8. Can we find out from the 10th Judicial District Chief Judge why we are not getting more assistance
from nearby visiting circuit court judges?
9. Where will the additional funds for yearly operating expenses come from?
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Second Circuit Court Judicial Position – Sawyer County
Current Status – rev. 1/9/2020
There are currently two active bills in the State Legislature regarding this.
Assembly Bill 470 - passed the Assembly by a vote of 94-1. Amended version pushes the effective dates forward
one year from the previous bill to 2021, 2022, and 2023.
Senate Bill 458 - not yet amended to reflect the new effective dates to match the Assembly bill. The fiscal estimate
has been received, but SB 458 did not make it to the floor for a vote in the final Senate session of 2019. The next
possible session for it to come to the floor is January 22, 2020.
Both bills ultimately would allow the head of the State’s judicial system to appoint 4 new Circuit Court judges per
year, to take effect in 2021, 2022, and 2023 for a total of 12 judges.
Both bills allow for the director of state courts to require a county to establish a drug court in order to be allocated
one of these judicial position, and that the physical space for said judge be ready by May 31 of the year in which
the new judge is elected and seated.
The salary of the Circuit Court judge is paid for by the state, as well as the position of Judicial Assistant. All other
costs associated with staffing and facility maintenance must be paid by the county.

Timeline
2020
Referendum – County Board would need to approve a resolution for this.
August 24, 2020 - Deadline to file for a referendum to the voters of Sawyer County to exceed levy to support a
second judge.
November 3, 2020 - General election. Referendum would be included in this election.
November 30, 2020 – Deadline to begin construction of Sawyer County facility to meet May 31, 2023 space
requirement in current bills according to our most recent architectural update.
Fall of 2020 - Head of Wisconsin court system assigns first four judges.
2021
April 2021 - Spring Election. First set of four judges on ballot.
May 31, 2021 - Deadline for facility to be ready for first set of four judicial assignments.
August 1, 2021 - First set of four judges take up duties in respective counties.
Fall of 2021 - Head of Wisconsin court system assigns second four judges.
2022
April 2022 - Spring Election. Second set of four judges on ballot.
May 31, 2022 - Deadline for facility to be ready for second set of four judicial assignments.
August 1, 2022 - Second set of four judges take up duties in respective counties.
Fall of 2022 - Head of Wisconsin court system assigns third set of four judges. Based on availability of space, this
would be the set of judges to include Sawyer County.
2023
April 2023 - Spring Election. Third set of four judges on ballot.
May 31, 2023 - Deadline for facility to be ready for third set of four judicial assignments.
August 1, 2023 - Third set of four judges take up duties in respective counties.
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Finance Committee Questions
1. The current bills state “The director of state courts may require any county, as a condition for receiving a circuit
court branch allocation under this subsection, to have established or to apply for a grant under s. 165.95 or
165.955 to establish a drug court.” Sawyer County had one, it was dissolved. Where are we in establishing this to
have the best chance to be awarded a second judge? Grants are available, is this in the works, are we eligible for
the grant since we had one established before? Did we apply for and receive one previously?
2. What will the impact to the courts backlog be once we have a second assistant district attorney in place? Could
this help alleviate the backlog?
3. What percentage of cases are delayed due to insufficient court appointed attorney availability? If this is not
remedied, how will a second judge be effective?
4. What percentage of cases are delayed due to insufficient public defender availability? If this is not remedied,
how will a second judge be effective?
5. What progress has been made to correct inefficient practices identified by the 10 th Judicial District Chief Judge in
the County Clerk’s office? What impact will these improvements have to the future caseload and the backlog?
6. What impact have the various new programs initiated to lower the jail population had on the caseload?
7. What could be the impact of additional resources for current and future programs in cooperation with the Tribal
Governing Board?
8. Ask the 10th Judicial District Chief Judge- why we are not getting more assistance from nearby visiting circuit
court judges?
9. Where will the additional funds for yearly operating expenses come from?

Options
Option 1 - Do nothing. Cease efforts to gain second judicial appointment, take out no capitol debt for construction
of second courtroom. Continue to enhance court efficiencies. Utilize visiting judges.
Option 2 – Second Courtroom, Second Judge
Fiscal Impact to budget – approximately $425,240.00 for first year, increasing each year. Due to budgetary
constraints, would need to explore a referendum. If a resolution to have a referendum is approved by the County
Board, and If the referendum passes, the levy could be raised to offset. If referendum fails, would have to be
absorbed into operating budget at the expense of other programs and services or could explore wheel tax.
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