Sawyer County
Agenda
Finance Committee Meeting
Thursday, May 14, 2020 @ 8:00 AM
Assembly Room
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1.

a.

From computer, iPad, Android device, click on this link to join the
webinar: https://zoom.us/j/94236499583

b.

Or dial this telephone number for listen only: 312-626-6799
Webinar ID: 94236499583

2.

CALL TO ORDER

3.

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS
LAW

4.

MEETING AGENDA

5.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

6.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
Finance 4-16-2020
a.

7.

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON

8.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

3

4

PUBLIC ACCESS TO VIRTUAL MEETING

a.

If you are on a computer, click the "Raise Hand" button and wait
to be recognized.

b.

If you are on a telephone call, dial *9 and wait to be recognized.

9.

CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

10.

SECOND LARGE COURTROOM DISCUSSION
Suggested Project Schedule
a.
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5-6

b.
11.

Mr. Channing Comments

7 - 14

NOVEMBER REFERENDUM DISCUSSION
Timeline & Requirements
a.

15 - 18

b.

2021 Financial Projection

12.

2021 BUDGET GUIDELINES

13.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TAXATION DISTRICT TO WAIVE
INTEREST AND PENALTIES ON PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT
INSTALLMENTS DUE AFTER APRIL 1, 2020

19 - 25

a.

2020 ACT 185 Information
2020 WISCONSIN ACT 185
Act 185 Q&A REVISED - Property Tax Installments
Act 185 - Comments & Concerns

26 - 29

b.

Act 185 - Resolution
Resolution - Waive Interest & Penalties on Property Taxes - Act
185

14.

COVID-19 FISCAL UPDATE
Summary of COVID Programs
a.
Covid Revenue Tracking

15.

SALES TAX UPDATE
SALESTAX 2020 Graph
a.

16.

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

30 - 32

33 - 34

A quorum of the County Board of Supervisors or of any of its committees may be present at this
meeting to listen and observe. Neither the Board nor any of the committees have established
attendance at this meeting as an official function of the Board or committee(s) or otherwise made a
determination that attendance at the meeting is necessary to carry out the Board or committee’s
function. The only purpose for other supervisors attending the meeting is to listen to the information
presented. Neither the Board nor any committee (other than the committee providing this notice and
agenda) will take any official action with respect to this noticed meeting.

If you wish to view the meeting and are unable to access Zoom, contact Sawyer County
Clerk's office prior to the meeting at 715-634-4866
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Draft
Minutes of the April 16, 2020, Finance Committee Meeting, Sawyer County Board of
Supervisors
Members present:
In Assembly Room: Ron Kinsley, Troy Morgan
Virtually: Bruce Paulsen, Dawn Petit
Others present: Tom Hoff, Carol Williamson, Mike Keefe, Tweed Shuman, Mike Coleson, Rose
Lillyroot
Motion by Morgan, 2nd by Kinsley, to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2020 meeting.
Motion carried
Sawyer County Administrator Tom Hoff informed everyone this was a virtual meeting. The
public could view on YouTube.
The Committee discussed options for a second courtroom. Architects had provided two plans to
add on to the courthouse and one plan to build a court facility next to the jail. A fourth option
could be to remodel the courthouse utilizing other areas. The architects will do a review to
remodel the courthouse for $8500. The Public Works Committee should look at building
options. County Board needs a ¾ vote to approve issuing debt. If construction starts spring of
2022, could be complete by May 2023. This should be first step. Committee discussed how a
second courtroom would affect the jail population. The inmate count could go up. The county
could construct a second courtroom without agreeing to a second judge. Can the County afford
a second judge? If we add a second judge, where do we cut expenses to make up for the
additional operating costs? Some additional staff is included in the budget. Waiting for answers
to questions from January. Providing a summary of past actions and discussion on a second
courtroom and second judge needs to be part of the new County Board members orientation.
Accounting Manager Mike Keefe provided reports and reviewed how COVID 19 may affect
revenues and expenses. Projecting a $300,000 to $500,000 sales tax shortage.
The Committee discussed a referendum in the fall of 2020 to exceed levy limits to maintain the
current services. This was necessary before COVID 19 and is necessary without adding a second
judge.
Keefe asks department heads to work on budgets and submit in June and July. This will need to
move up to May. Keefe and Hoff will work on 2020 projections and the 2021 budget
County Board needs to resolve second judge issue before going to referendum.
Hoff met with Ron Petit regarding the Winter Depot. Fundraising continues.
Sawyer County Treasurer’s Department provided a Financial Report and Sales Tax Report.
Adjourned 9:58 am
Minutes prepared by Carol Williamson
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Sawyer County, Wisconsin
New Courtroom Add ition

Suggested Project Schedule
Updated: April 23, 2020

Board Design Funding Approval
Board Award Design Contract
Design
Bid/Award/Approve Construction Bid
Construction - New
Construction - Remodeled
Closeout/ Move in
Occupancy

mo.
mo

m.
4mo.

file Location· X:\20 19\190039.0t Sawyfr Coun~· -feas1hi l1ty Study for f'roposed Courthouse Add1t1on\ADMIN'.Schedu le12020-04-?3 -Sawyer County - New Courthouse, - SCHEDULE.xlsx
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The sooner we have the second large courtroom up and running the more time we have to determine! if l 1r· .:
a second judge is needed. It is my recommendation that Sawyer Coun
he second large
·
,, ·
II'
,1
courtroom as soon as possible . The goal should be to have it ready y 5/31/22
hear cases.
1,

.,

J
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According to Christopher Channing, District Court Administrator Tenth Judicial Administrative District, the tenth district has more resources trying to hold court than there is space. Without the space juries
cannot be empaneled and other court cases cannot be heard at the same time that a trial is being held .
The present situation in regards to facilities in Sawyer County has created the need to choose which
cases to hear and which need to be further delayed.
Expanding on Mr. Channing' s comments, reasons Sawyer County should build a second large courtroom
as soon as possible include :
1. Improves scheduling of cases so more cases could be heard. There is a backlog of cases due to
the inability for these cases to be scheduled. The number of judges that are attempting to hear
matters in Sawyer County is much greater than the available space allows.
2. Lowers the number of defendant requests for jury trial. Defendant's attorneys know about the
judge' s case load and request jury trials . Although there is no empirical evidence to support this
view, there is chatter that this is done to pressure the District Attorney into getting a better deal
for the defendant.
3. Lowers Judge Yackel's case load. Judges from other counties (Visiting Judges) will be assigned
Sawyer County cases .
4. Sawyer County is not charged for the cost of Visiting Judges or their court reporters .
5. Frees up the small court room for matters to be heard by court commissioners. Marge Kelsey
says " Our Family Court Commissioner's (FCC) hearings are being pushed out further and further
due to demand for courtroom space from Visiting Judges for the criminal matters. The Clerk of
Courts office is continually scrambling trying to find calendar space for our Commissioners and
Visiting Judges. We've gotten to the point that our FCC's hearing if not contested will be shoved
into the Assembly room or UW Extension room. Those hearings will not be recorded with a
Court Reporter or Digital Audio Recorder (DAR), increasing the incidence of De Novo hearings
needing to be set before the Judge . This in turn is counterproductive with freeing up his
caseload . This is also a safety/security risk for court staff, as family cases are very volatile" .
6. Will not take additional Clerk of Court staff to support Visiting Judges.
7. Additional cost of second large courtroom utilities, maintenance and supplies is estimated to be / · ·1 •:
about $39,000 a year. These costs may be partially or fully offset by savings in paying other ·
·,;
1
] ;,
counties to house our prisoners and lower costs to operate the jail because of a lower inmate
1
population . Awaiting Tom Hoff input on if w e w ill need additional courtro o m security. If so, the
estimated cost .
8. If the second large courtroom is available by the middle of 2022 there would be sufficient time
to determine if Visiting judges could handle enough cases to lower Judge Yackel' s case load so
that a second judge may not be needed . The number of cases will still be the same. However,
add itional resources will be available to spread the case load over more judges.
9. Improved feelings of safety (may be actual safety). Victims do not feel safe in the small
courtroom. In most cases the victims are right next to the defendant separated only by a knee
wall.
10. If Judge Yackel's case load still remains high even after taking maximum advantage of Visiting
Judges, a second judge can be allocated to Sawyer County in 2023 . The state requirement that
adequate facilities be available to house a second judge will already have been met.
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11. Building a second large courtroom will not be a waste of money. Going forward this courtroom
would be used either by Visiting Judges to lower our Judge's case load or be used by a second
judge.
12. The quicker the County is able to handle matters on both the civil and criminal side there will be
more savings related to court activity. Specifically, in the civil area as cost of litigation will
decrease and serve the citizens better due to matters being resolved sooner. On the criminal
side the cost for housing individuals waiting case hearings and finally resolution will also
decrease as these matters can be heard and resolved sooner, lowering the cost of housing
prisoners out of the County.
13. With additional judicial resources, Dianne McNamer says in part "the amount of restorative
justice programs, such as Drug courts, Family Courts, Veterans Courts, etc. could now be put in
place due to the simple matter of time being freed up for the judge to be able to handle." This
option should be researched during the time a second large courtroom is being built. There may
be additional costs associated with these additional courts, but Dianne thinks there may be
grant money available to fund these additional costs.
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In addition to the members of the County Board I want to thank the following :
•
Judge Yackel who provided data showing that resolving pending cases faster will lower the jail
population . Which will reduce the number prisoners we are housing in other counites.
•
Sheriff Mrotek who confirmed ~udge Yackel's opinion that resolving pending cases faster will
reduce the jail population.
•
Clerk of Court Marge Kelsey who provided input to this document.
•
District Court Administrator Tenth Judicial Administrative District, Christopher Channing who~e
suggestions started the consideration of adding a second large courtroom as soon as possible
and for his input to this document.
•
Dianne McNamer who provided supported the Judge's view on the benefits of resolving
pending cases faster and provided input to this document.
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Like all projects of this size with a two to three-year time frame there will be issues that crop that we
have not thought about. Changes and new developments will most certainly occur. Not know now are :
•
The impact having an additional assistant district attorney and the increase in public defender
hourly rate will have on the case load
•
The impact of the various new programs Initiated to lower the jail population will have on the
caseload.
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Timeline for Sawyer County to Adopt a Resolution for a Referendum to Exceed the Levy
Limit Increase and to Provide Required Statutory Notice Prior to the
November 3, 2020 General Election under Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4)i
Deadline

Statute

Within 14 days after
the election

Required Action

Description of Action

66.0602(4)(d)

Certify Referendum
Results

The County Clerk shall certify the
results of the referendum to the
Department of Revenue.

66.0602(4)(a)

Vote

The County may only exceed the
levy increase limit if the resolution
is approved in a referendum.

[November 17, 2020]
Date of election
[November 3, 2020]

A referendum shall be held at the
spnng pnmary or election or
pnmary
partisan
or
general
election.
The 2020 general election
November 3, 2020.
Day
before
referendum ii

the

66.0602(4)(b)

The County Clerk publishes the
Type D Notice on the day before
the referendum, giving the polling
place information for election day.

Publish Type C
Notice

The County Clerk publishes the
Type C Notice on the day before
the referendum.

10.01(2)(d)
10.06(3)(d)

10.01 (2)( C)

10.06(2)(m)

on

Publish Type D
Noticeiii

[November 2, 2020]
66.0602(4)(b)

IS

The Type C Notice IS entitled
"Notice of Referendum" and must
be prepared by the corporation
counsel for a county referendum.
The Type C Notice must be
published at the same time that the
Type B Notice is published. The
Type C Notice must be printed in
the newspaper as close as possible
to the portion of the Type B Notice
showing the facsimile referendum
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ballot.
66.0602(4)(b)

Publish Type B
Notice

The County Clerk publishes the
Type B Notice on the day before
the referendum.

Publish Type E
Noticeiii

The County Clerk publishes the
Type E Notice on the 4th Tuesday
before the referendum, giving
information about absentee voting.

Publish Type A
Notice

The County Clerk publishes the
Type A Notice on the 4th Tuesday
before the referendum, giving
notice of the county referendum to
be held at the election.

8.37

File Referendum
Question with Official
or Agency
Responsible for
Preparing Ballots for
the Election

The County Board must file the
referendum question with the
County Clerk no later than 70 days
prior to the General Election (or
with other such official or agency
that may be responsible for
preparing the ballots for the
election).

8.37

County Board Adopts
Resolutions:

The County Board adopts two
resolutions by majority vote to
authorize the increase to the
County's levy limit.

10.01 (2)(b)
10.06(2)(m)
4th Tuesday before
the referendumii

66.0602(4)(b)
10.01 (2)(e)

[October 6, 2020]
10.06(3)(cm)

66.0602(4)(b)
10.01(2)(a)
10.06(2)(1)
No later than 70 days
prior to the election
[August 25, 2020]

No later than 70 days
prior to the electioniv

59.52(25)
[August 25, 2020]

•
66.0602(4)(c)

•

Exceed a Levy
Limit
Resolution
Referendum
Election
Resolution

The first resolution contains the
referendum question which is to be
submitted to a vote of the county ' s
electors.
The second resolution specifies that
a referendum will be held at the
general election for approval or
rejection of the question in the
resolution to exceed the levy limit.
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CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL MEMORANDUM
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED
TO:

Thomas R. Hoff,
Sawyer County Administrator

FROM:

Rebecca J. Roeker,
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.

DA TE:

March 9, 2020

RE:

Levy Limit Referendum Requirements and Timeline

You requested a general summary of the applicable statutory references pertaining to Sawyer
County's potentially holding a referendum to consider to authorizing the increase of the levy limit.
Below please find the following: ( 1) Key statutory references; (2) Steps in the referendum process;
(3) Timeline for a potential referendum to be held in November 2020 (attached) ; and (4)
Memorandum detailing recent legislative changes in Wis. Stat. § 66.0604 pertaining to a
referendum to authorize the increase of the levy limit (attached).
1. Key Statutory Citations:
a. Wis. Stat § 66.0602(2) - A county may not increase its levy in any year by a
percentage that exceeds the county's valuation factor.
1. "Valuation Factor" means a percentage equal to the greater of the
percentage change in the county's January 1 equalized value due to new
construction less improvements removed between the previous year and
current year, or zero percent.
11.

Effect: The County may not increase its property tax levy beyond an
amount equal to or less than the amount of net new construction unless the
County can utilize a statutory exception or conduct a referendum in which
the voting body approves the increase.

b. Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(3) - Statutory Exceptions to Levy Limit:
1. Debt Service: The amount of any debt service on general obligation debt
authorized on or any time after July 1, 2005.
11. Other exceptions: Library funding, EMS funding, and certain construction
projects.

1
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c. Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)-The County may hold a referendum to authorize the
increase of the levy limit. All requirements of Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4) must be
complied with.
d. Wis. Stat. 66.0602(4)(d): Upon passage of the referendum, the "levy limit
otherwise applicable to the political subdivision under this section is increased in
the next fiscal year by the percentage approved by a majority of those voting on the
question" once the clerk certifies the results of the referendum to DOR.
1. Key point: Even if the referendum passes and the County complies with all
necessary statutory steps in Wis. Stat. s. 66.0602(4)(a)-(d), the County' s
levy limit is increased for the next fiscal year (and for as long as specified
in the resolution). However, the County is not obligated to utilize the
increased levy limit.
11.

The referendum process approves an increase to the levy limit. The County
Board may still set the levy limit lower that what was authorized as the
increase limit.

e. Wis. Stat. § 59.52(25) - An "advisory" referendum. This type ofreferendum does
not result in a county's ability to increase the levy limit. Rather, it gauges public
opinion on the issue. Because it is an advisory referendum, notice requirements of
Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4) are not required.

2.

Steps in the Referendum Process:
a.

Step 1 - County Board Resolution: The County Board must pass a resolution
authorizing the increase of the levy limit. The resolution must include the
purpose of the increase and the terms of the increase, including the length of
time in which the increase will be authorized. The question set forth in the
referendum is whether to approve the County Board 's resolution to increase
the levy limit.

b. Step 2 - Filing of Resolution: File the County Board ' s Resolution with the
County Clerk no later than 70 days prior to the election at which the question
will appear on the ballot (or with such other official or agency that may be
responsible for preparing the ballots for the election) pursuant to Wis. Stat. §
8.37.
c.

Step 3 - Compliance with election laws: The County's referendum must be held
in accordance with the elections requirements set forth in Wis. Stat. Chs. 5 to
12. The County's referendum must also comply with the specific provisions
set forth in Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4).

d. Step 4 - Prepare specific referendum question: Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4) requires
a specific form for the question placed on the ballot. The referendum must
2

Page 10 of 34

// . fl---.
include the County Board's Resolution, the purpose of the increase and the
terms of the increase, including the length of time in which the increase will be
authorized.
e.

Step 5 - Specific language required on referendum ballot pursuant to Wis. Stat.
§ 66.0602(4)(c): "Under state law, the increase in the levy of the .... (name of
county) for the tax to be imposed for the nextfiscal year, .. .. (year), is limited to
.... %, which results in a levy of$ .... Shall the .... (name of county) be allowed to
exceed this limit and increase the levy for the next fiscal year, .. .. (year), for ....
(purpose for which the increase will be used), by a total of .... %, which results
.
l evy o•+$
?"
ma
1 .....

f.

Step 6 - Comply with all required notice provisions: Notice provisions are
complicated; see attached timeline.

g. Step 7 - Hold the referendum: The County must ensure that the correct form of
ballot is used when holding a referendum. For a special referendum or a
referendum held in conjunction with another election, the referendum must be
presented on a separate ballot and be substantially in the form of the standard
referendum ballot form provided by Wisconsin Election Commission.
h. Step 8 - Certification: Once the referendum is complete, the County Clerk must
certify the results to the Wisconsin Department of Revenue within 14 days after
the referendum.
3. Timeline for Potential Referendum (see attached).
4. Memorandum detailing recent legislative changes in Wis. Stat. § 66. 0604 pertaining to a
referendum to authorize the increase of the levy limit (see attached).

3

Page 11 of 34

von Briesen

II

I

Cl .

von B ri csca & Rope r, s.c. I A ttor neys at Law

CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL MEMORANDUM
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED
TO:

Thomas R. Hoff,
Sawyer County Administrator

FROM:

Rebecca J. Roeker,
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.

DATE:

March 9, 2020

RE:

2019 Wis. Act 126: Updates to Levy Limit Referendum Timelines

Changes to Referendum Timeline

The passage of 2019 Wisconsin Act 126 made three (3) changes to the time lines for holding a
referendum to exceed the levy limit. All of the timeline changes are a result of amendments to
Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4)(a). Following is a brief summary of those timeline changes.
Previously, Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(a) provided that a special referendum could be called for a
referendum relating to a levy in an odd-numbered year. For a referendum relating to a levy in an
even-numbered year, the statute provided that the referendum shall be held at the next succeeding
spring primary or election or partisan primary or general election.
The first change to timelines under the updated statute is that for a referendum relating to a levy
in an odd-numbered year, a special referendum may still be called, but only if the special
referendum is on the same election dates as when a school board may call for a referendum under
Wis. Stat. § 121.91(3) 1•
The second change to timelines is that the updated statute no longer specifically references
referendums relating to a levy in an even-number year. Rather, the statute now provides that for
ANY referendum, regardless of whether the levy is for an even or odd year, the referendum "shall
be held at the spring primary or election or partisan primary or general election."
The third change to the timelines is that the updated statute also removes the language "next
succeeding" from Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(a). Now, instead ofrequiring the referendum to be held
at the "next succeeding spring primary or election or partisan primary or general election"
(emphasis added), the statutory language now merely provides that the referendum shall be held
1 Under Wis. Stat.§ 121 .91(3), a school board can call for a referendum under two (2) different sets of dates . Pursuant
to Wis. Stat. § 121.91 (3)(a)(l ), a school board can call for a referendum at the " next regularly scheduled spring primary
or election or partisan primary or general election." Alternatively, pursuant to Wis . Stat. § 121.91(3)(a)(2), a school
board of a district that has experienced a natural disaster, including a fire, that causes the district's costs to increase
may call a special referendum within the 6-month period immediately followin g the natural di saster.

1
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at the spring primary or election or partisan primary or general election. While this is not a big
change, it technically would allow the county to bring a referendum at whatever upcoming election
it wants (spring primary, election, partisan primary, general election), rather than mandating that
the referendum must be at the next succeeding election.
Other Changes

In addition to the amendments to Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(a), which resulted in the three timeline
changes noted above, 2019 Wisconsin Act 126 also made a few other changes that are not related
to the timeline of holding a referendum.
One change was made to Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(2m)(b)(4), where language was removed that had
previously stated that the referendum question did not need to follow the question format for the
referendum question as stated in Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4)(c). The removal of this language does not
make a substantive change to the statute. Rather, it seems to merely clarify that a local government
does need to use the format that is given for referendum questions in Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(c).
Another change was to Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(a), where language was added that now allows a
local government to "use its best estimate of its valuation factor, based on the most current data
available to it." This change of allowing local governments to use their best estimate was also
made in Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4)(c), where the language given for the format of referendum
questions was updated to reflect that the percentage increase of the levy shall be "based on actual
data or the political subdivision' s best estimate."
Finally, a provision was added to Wis. Stat.§ 66.0602(4)(c) that updates the information that must
be included in the referendum question. Specifically, the new language added to Wis . Stat. §
66.0602(4)(c) states as follows : "If the increase is for the next fiscal year only, the question shall
include the percentage increase in the levy from the previous year' s levy and if the increase is on
an ongoing basis, the question shall include the amount of the increase for each fiscal year for
which the increase applies. "

2
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i A referendum under Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4) must also comply with Chapters 5 to 12 of the
Wisconsin Statutes.

The publication date for a Type A, B, C, D, or E notice may be changed as provided in Wis. Stat.
§ 10.04(3)(a). The publication date may need to be changed depending on Sawyer County's official
newspaper for publication purposes and the publication schedule for that newspaper. If a weekly
newspaper is chosen, depending on the publication date of that weekly newspaper, the publication
date may need to change. The publication date also may need to be changed if notice is required on
the day before an election and, due to the method of delivering newspapers, an earlier publication
date may provide more effective notice.
ii

iii When county, municipal, and school district clerks within the same county are required to publish
the same notice, with identical information, on the same date and in the same official newspaper,
the clerks may publish one combined notice and share the cost under Wis. Stat. § 10.07(1 ).

For a county referendum, the relevant statutes are conflicting regarding who is responsible for
publishing the Type D and Type E notices. For the Type D and Type E notice, Wis. Stat. §
66.0602(4) states the "clerk of the political subdivision," shall publish the Type D and Type E
notices. In this case, the political subdivision would be Sawyer County, meaning the Sawyer County
Clerk should publish the Type E notice. However, Wis. Stat. § 10.01(2)(d) and Wis. Stat. §
10.06(3)(c) state the municipal clerk shall publish the Type D notice, and Wis. Stat. § 10.01(2)(e)
and Wis. Stat. § 10.06(3)(bs) state the municipal clerk shall publish the Type E notice.
In the case of contradictory statutes, and bearing in mind the combination of notices allowed under
Wis. Stat. § 10.07(1), the county clerk may be able to combine notices with the municipal clerks for
the Type E notice. However, per Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4), the county clerk ultimately remains
responsible for publication of the Type E notice. Therefore, out of an abundance of caution, the
recommendation is for the county clerk to publish the Type E notice, even if it duplicates the Type
E notice a municipal clerk may be publishing. The county clerk should work with the municipal
clerks to ensure all Type E notices contain identical information.
iv Wis. Stat. § 59.52(25) and Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(4) do not specify a deadline by which a county
board must adopt the resolutions. Rather, Wis. Stat. § 8.37 specifies that the question contained in
the resolution that is to be submitted to a vote of the electors must be filed with the official or
agency responsible for preparing the ballots for the election no later than 70 days prior to the
election. Therefore, if a county board can adopt the resolution and file the resolution as required on
the same day, then the deadline for the county board to adopt the resolution is technically no later
than 70 days prior to the election. However, the recommendation is for a county board to adopt the
resolution well in advance of 70 days prior to the election.
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Year

~-

2020

+

2021
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2023

2022

2024

2025

$ 31,491,710
$ 19,048,841

$ 31,933,147
$ 19,104,629

~

Expenditures

Operating

Revenue w/o Levy

Operating

Levy Budgeted

1

Operating

-+-

$ 28,924,133
$ 19,006,592

ij I

•

T

$ 9,917,541

+ -l-

$ 31,226,730
+
$ 20,128,365
t
T

t-

t-

Expenditures
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Special Purpose

Levy Budgeted
Total Levy Budgeted
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- $ 1,400,772
+

L

1

T

t-
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T

I
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$ 12,442,869 I
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$ 3,249,817
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$ 3,312,771
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-+

~

$ 3,140,825
$ 1,469,500
T

$ 1,647,406

+
+-

l $ 11,501,249

$ 11,098,365

~~

$ 30,322,228
$ 18,820,979

s 13,172,574 I

I s 13,696,591
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s

1,755,311

I
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t

1,793,271

$ 14,621,789
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SAWYER COUNTY
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General Property Tax Summary (Levy)
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t$
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$
$
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$
$
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SAWYER COUNTY
Expense By Classifica~
Operating Budget

-+

Year 2020

~

I '"'I t

1I

+

.

Total Salary and Wages
Total Employee Benefits

---+-

Total Personnel

-+-

General

i·
l

5,820,347 I
2,840,212
--+
8,660,559 +

,_

-+-

Hea~
Human

s,~'"'r
t

2,288,345
1,215,305
-,3,503,650

______J_

.

Resou ~

!

t
~
I

1,964,062
702,022
204,758

Total Contractual
Total Supply and Expense

+-

Total Fixed Charges ,

,_

t
I

Total Capital Expendituret
Contingency
Total Other Uses and Transfers

.

3,706,674
262,414
43,955 ,

2,000
50,000
225,514 r

+.

+

~

Total Personnel

+

Total Contractual
Total Supply and Expense

7

Total Fixed Charges
Total Capital Expenditures ;
Contingency
Total Other Uses and Transfer;-+
Total Expenditures

Genera~
Fu ,

---l-

+
Total Salary and Wages ,
Total Employee Benefits

t

+

5,906,780
2,985,754
8,892,534
2,112,063
678,000 ,200,000
•
5,000 1
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{4,040)+
11,933,557 !

+

+

+

-+-J

-,-
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:
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152,160 .
2,500 r

--+-

-t·

~ Developm~

l

+-

-t

+

+-

Other+-

1+

Highwat

+

1,196,988
731,425
1,928,4~

+•

1

+

~
-

+

2,039,900
1,607,987
1,055,000 +

r
t
4,000 +

480,054

+--

I

Capital

·+

1 j_J
_§,631_,lQQ_

+

..+

Budgets~

266,007 ,.
89,384
-r
355,391 +

,

lmprovement;r

--+-

+

l
TI
+-

924,537
147,535
1,500
187,000
137,627

277,440-+

+

+
+

t

+ ~-

+-

+---+---

588,850

1

+

Total

9,571,687
4,876,326
14,448,013

4,000
1,533,058

1·

727,864
50,000
672,972

277,440

28,924,133

-+-

-+

Budgets ~

1,233,896
755,740
1,989,~
1,952,4~
2,386,507
568,025

I

'----t-

1,529,058

8,722,673
2,719,958
1,582,653

----+---

269,631 '.
91,978
361,609

t

+

De~
Payments ,

----r-

-+
+-

+

910,198
149,399
21,169

--++

-+277,445 I
--+-

123,871

+

6,896,568

1,566,246

,_
Total
T

+ ;-

--+-

75,000 r---+--

513,850

,-
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t

Other

-+

Highway i

-+-- r

t

+

:

~-t-

Payme~

1,753,590

+-

+-t

1,128,166
8,431,006 ,

+

Capital+

496,554

Resource +-

+

2,309,962 +
1,235,968
3,545,930

_j_
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i

133,810

Human ,__

+-

+-

I

+-----,--
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....

li

~.
~

58,810 i-

7,822,524

t

+-

q·

·
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!

·
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l !

+

--i--

~ lm,m,emeats r

-~

_:_____ 305,831 .

11,808,915

Total Expenditures

Year2021

+

lI

t Oe,elopmeot

+

~

---+---

+ ~

.l

i __J_!
~

-r-

--+-

......j.......

L

+-

277,445

9,720,269
5,069,440
14,789,709

+~

+

8,651,911
3,366,066
1,047,970
2,069,077
50,000
1,251,997

31,226,730
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2020 WISCONSIN ACT 185
Relevant Language

(25) INTEREST ON LATE PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS. Not- withstanding ss. 74.11, 74.12,
and 74.87, for property taxes payable in 2020, after making a general or case−by− case
finding of hardship, a taxation district may provide that an installment payment that is due
and payable after April 1, 2020, and is received after its due date shall not accrue interest
or penalties if the total amount due and payable in 2020 is paid on or before October 1,
2020. Interest and penalties shall accrue from October 1, 2020, for any property taxes
payable in 2020 that are delinquent after October 1, 2020. A taxation district may not
waive interest and penalties as provided in this subsection unless the county board of the
county where the taxation district is located first adopts a resolution authorizing such
waiver and establishing criteria for determining hardship, and the taxation district
subsequently adopts a similar resolution. A county that has adopted a resolution
authorizing the waiver of interest and penalties under this subsection shall settle any
taxes, interest, and penalties collected on or before July 31, 2020, on August 20, 2020, as
provided under s. 74.29 (1), and settle the remaining unpaid taxes, interest, and penalties
on September 20, 2020. The August 20, 2020, settlement shall be distributed
proportionally to the underlying taxing jurisdictions.
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ACT 185 UPDATE – SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ON PROPERTY TAX
April 23, 2020
On April 20, 2020, the Association published guidance in Q & A format regarding the changes to
the property tax collection process brought about by 2019 Wisconsin Act 185 (“Act 185”). Since
that time, the Association and its general counsel, von Briesen & Roper, s.c., have engaged in
extensive discussions with our county treasurers to identify, review and discuss several outstanding
issues associated with the new law that were not completely addressed in the previous guidance.
We offer the guidance below based upon the analysis conducted by the Wisconsin County
Treasurers’ Association and reviewed by our general counsel.
As indicated in previous guidance, the issues associated with Act 185 implementation are complex
and different counties may choose to proceed down different paths. It is imperative that counties
work closely with their treasurer, corporation counsel, administration and their municipal partners
in implementing Act 185.
Q:
A:

What is the step-by-step process to implement a waiver of interest and penalties on
tax installment payments due after April 1, 2020?
Step One: County adopts resolution to allow installment payments to be deferred
interest/penalty free until October 1, 2020. This automatically alters the August settlement
from full settlement to a settlement of only those taxes paid on or before July 31, 2020,
unless the county chooses to fully settle on August 20 as set forth in Wis. Stat. § 74.29.
Step Two: Municipality adopts a similar (mirrored) resolution. This provides that all
remaining installment payments are now interest free until October 1, 2020.
• A county may have one, none or some municipalities that adopt such a resolution.
Step Three: If Step One and Step Two occur then:
• Interest and penalty calculation begins as of October 1, 2020, at a rate of 1% per
month by statute (penalty) and potentially up to 0.5% (penalty) if the county has
previously adopted the appropriate penalty ordinance.
Step Four: Any parcel for which taxes remain unpaid at the close of business on August
31 is included in the tax certificate issued under Wis. Stat. § 74.57. Act 185 did not alter
the tax certificate process or qualifications. Counties are encouraged to consider
providing notice to property owners of the tax certificate process, and to otherwise review
the timelines associated with the tax certificate process, to avoid confusion when the
certificate issues and notice is provided to the property owners. The Association and
Treasurers’ Association are working on the content of the notice and plan to distribute
further information in this regard shortly.

1
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Q:
A:

What about delinquent installments that were due before April 1 or are otherwise
due before a county and municipality adopt the required resolutions?
If the property is already delinquent in installments due prior to April 1, Act 185 has no
impact. Act 185’s authorization to waive interest and penalties only applies to installments
due after April 1 for both real and personal property installment payments. Act 185 does
not provide retroactive relief related to an installment due date and both the county and
municipal resolutions must be in place before the installment due date for the property
taxpayer to qualify for the waiver.
By way of example, several municipalities have an installment due date of May 31, 2020,
which is fast approaching. If the county adopts the authorizing resolution on May 28, but
the municipality does not adopt the corresponding resolution until June 5, any payments
not made by May 31 are considered delinquent and the property taxpayer will be charged
interest and penalty (as applicable) retroactive to February 1, 2020.
To avoid these timing issues, we strongly encourage counties and municipalities to
coordinate their resolution adoption timetables such that the resolutions are both adopted
long before the due date for the next installment payment.

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

What happens if a municipality or group of municipalities in a county all adopt a
resolution authorizing the Act 185 waiver, but the county fails to adopt a resolution?
Nothing – the statutory process for assessment of interest and penalties, collection and
settlement will be the same in 2020 as it was in 2019. A county authorizing resolution is
required and serves as an absolute prerequisite to the waiver being granted. Neither a
county treasurer nor any other county officer is able to authorize the waiver – it must be
authorized through county board resolution.
If a property taxpayer receives a waiver to October 1, to make payment but fails to
make the October 1 payment when due, are interest and penalties calculated from
February 1?
No. Assuming both county and municipality have authorized the waiver and the waiver is
granted, property taxpayers in that municipality have until October 1 to pay any
installment due after the date of the resolutions. Act 185 specifically provides: “Interest
and penalties shall accrue from October 1, 2020, for any property taxes payable in 2020
that are delinquent after October 1, 2020.” The interest and penalties calculation will
never reach back to February 1 for qualifying installment payments that become delinquent
after October 1.
By way of example, suppose Calumet County adopts the appropriate authorizing resolution
on May 11 and the Village of Harrison (January and July installment (standard)
municipality) adopts the similar resolution on May 12. Property taxpayer Crash Davis
has paid the January 31 installment of $500 by January 31, but chooses not to pay the $500
installment due on July 31. Crash can pay Calumet County $500 as payment in full as
long as the County receives the money by October 1. If Crash does not pay in full by
October 1, the amount Crash owes as of October 2 is $507.50 (1% statutory interest of $5

2
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plus the 0.5% County penalty of $2.50). The amounts owed by Crash do not include
interest and penalties retroactive to February 1.
If, however, Crash did not make the required January installment payment and thereafter
makes no further payments until October 1, Crash owes interest and penalties on the full
amount retroactive to February 1 (nine months). In other words, the current process of
calculating interest and penalties is unchanged because Crash missed a required
installment before April 1 or the effective date of the authorizing resolutions.
It should also be noted that Act 185 did not alter the statutory grace period associated with
the receipt of tax payments – the grace period remains in effect for payments now due on
October 1.
Q:
A:

What is the process for municipalities that have adopted a multiple (three or more)
installment system?
As indicated above, the county in which the municipality is located must first enact a
resolution authorizing a municipality to adopt a similar waiver resolution. If both
resolutions are effective before the due date of an installment, any payments received by
the municipality from April 1 to July 31 are interest and penalty free. Likewise, delinquent
installment payments received by the county on August 1 and after will be interest and
penalty free until October 1, at which point interest and penalties assessed.
It is important to note that the collection process in multiple installment municipalities is
not changed under Act 185. Until July 31, the municipality collects installment payments.
Consistent with current practice, installments remaining delinquent after August 1
(including grace period), are turned over to the county for collection without regard to the
original due date for the installments.
By way of example, suppose Calumet County adopts the appropriate authorizing resolution
on May 11 and the City of Appleton (4 installment payments) adopts the similar resolution
on May 12. Property taxpayer Crash Davis chooses not to pay the $500 tax bill on his
property due on May 31 and the $500 tax bill due on his property on July 31. Crash can
pay Calumet County $1,000 as payment in full as long as the County receives the money
by October 1. If Crash does not pay in full by October 1, the amount Crash owes as of
October 2 is $1,015 (1% statutory interest of $10 plus the 0.5% County penalty of $5). The
amounts owed by Crash do not include interest and penalties retroactive to February 1.
It is clear that the software programs supporting these calculations will need to be
modified. It is the Association’s understanding that the providers are aware of the need
for changes and have indicated a desire and willingness to support the changes. If your
county encounters software issues that cannot be resolved by your provider, please contact
the Association or the Treasurers’ Association.

3

Page 22 of 34

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

What happens with installment payments that are already delinquent prior to April
1 or the effective date of the county and municipal resolutions?
The delinquencies remain. Act 185 did not erase existing delinquencies. Several counties
have inquired about the ability to apply the Act 185 enabling resolutions retroactively to
installments that were due after April 1 but before the effective date of the resolutions.
Counties are encouraged to consult with corporation counsel and their municipal
counterparts before giving a resolution retroactive effect as there are legal and practical
consequences.
If the settlement process changes because a county adopts the Act 185 authorizing
resolution, doesn’t this create a cash flow issue for the county and potentially other
taxing jurisdictions?
Yes. With the adoption of the authorizing resolution, a county is not required to settle in
full on August 20. Instead, the county settles with the underlying taxing jurisdiction only
with those tax proceeds that have been collected on or before July 31. The full settlement
is not required to occur until September 20.
Even though a county receives a one-month reprieve from the full settlement obligation,
there is still an 11-day gap between the date of full settlement and the tax due date. This
is likely to create a short-term cash flow issue for the county. Likewise, several of the
underlying taxing jurisdictions (primarily school districts) count on the August 20 full
settlement for their own budgetary and cash flow purposes. Given these challenges,
counties are strongly encouraged to work with their taxing jurisdictions to understand the
respective cash flow challenges and determine how to conduct the settlement process.
There is nothing in Act 185 prohibiting full settlement on August 20 even if a county adopts
the authorizing resolution, but as noted above, this may simply exacerbate the existing cash
flow issue for the county.
The Association is actively discussing these challenges with finance professionals and the
state. Further information surrounding potential solutions to the problems will be coming.

Q:
A:

Where can I find additional information regarding Act 185 and the changes in the
property tax collection process?
The Treasurers’ Association has compiled information previously discussed and
distributed to its members. To access the information, please contact the Treasurers’
Association’s President, Val Etzel, at (262) 741-4321 or Legislative Chair, Mike Schlaak
at (920) 849-1457.
The Association has previously published guidance on Act 185 that can be accessed on the
Association’s COVID-19 website at covid19.wicounties.org. Please also feel free to call
Kyle Christianson or Chelsea Fibert at the Association for further assistance at (608) 6637188. Finally, you may also contact Attorney Andy Phillips, the Association’s general
counsel, by email at aphillips@vonbriesen.com.

4
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Act 185 – Comments & Concerns
While Act 185 is about much more than property taxes, there are several significant points within it that
need to be considered as we decide our path:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

The act stipulates that a county must pass an enabling resolution before any
municipality can pass a resolution allowing the waiver.
That resolution must authorize the waiver and lay out the criteria by which the waiver
can be granted.
The waiver can be a blanket waiver or done case-by-case per the Act. Legal opinions
recommend a blanket waiver is the only real option since a case-by-case determination
of hardship leaves both the municipality and county open to significant liability and
administrative burden.
Once the county passes the resolution the settlement dates change for every taxing
jurisdiction in the county, even if no municipality passes a resolution allowing the waiver
of interest and penalty, so that the August 20th settlement now is proportional to
collections as of July 31st and a new settlement will be done on September 20th making
those entities whole on their levies regardless of property tax collection.
The technical due date of property taxes remains the same and the issuance of tax
certificates on any property that has not paid by August 31st will still be done on
September 1st.
The Act only be applies to parcels that went delinquent on their 2019 property taxes
after April 1st, if the parcel is in a municipality where both the county and municipality
have passed the required resolutions.
If a waiver is passed by both the county and a municipality, and a parcel misses their
next installment, interest and penalty will start to accrue on October 1 moving forward
and will never revert to February 1 like it normally would.
Though not specifically laid out, it is believed that the grace period would be applied to
the October 1st date and that means they actually have until October 8th to have the
payment in the hands of the collecting County Treasurer.

Some concerns we have if the county passes a resolution are:
•

Cash Flow for the County - The county has to make all taxing jurisdictions whole on their
entire levy on September 20 even though interest and penalty won't start until October
9thso many people will see October 8th as the new deadline even if the statutory
deadline is still July 31st.
o This means that any property owner, even those who may not have been
negatively impacted by this pandemic, may choose to keep that money for
longer to increase their own cash flow as it is essentially an interest free loan.
Depending how many and how big they are, this could be a significant impact to
the county.
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This is in addition to the county's already decreased cash flow due to decreased
sales tax revenue, increased property tax delinquencies, decreased interest and
penalty collections.
Cash Flow for underlying taxing jurisdictions
o School districts will be made whole a month later on September 20th which
means they will be potentially starting a new school year without having their
full levy.
o Municipalities that chose not to pass a resolution will still have delayed
settlement of their levy and that may cause them problems.
Uniformity issues - every municipality in the county has the right to decide if they will
grant the waiver in their municipality.
o This could cause significant confusion among the public.
o Some citizens may see it as unfair if properties in one community get until
October to pay and ones in another have to pay in July.
o People who have already gone delinquent on their 2019 taxes may find it
confusing and/or unfair that other people within their own municipality will not
be charged interest from February through October when they will have interest
added during that entire time.
Programming issues o The tax system would have to be changed to handle the concept of multiple
different interest and penalty calculation within the county and even within one
municipality. You have people who are already delinquent starting in Feb like
normal but then each muni could have another that starts in October but not all
munis may be the same.
o We also have to make changes to the settlement program to change the way it
calculates August and add a September.
Tax Certificates - Certificates will be issued on September 1 even though they have until
October to pay without interest and penalty. Tax certificates are the beginning of the
lien that starts the clock ticking on when the county can take a property for back taxes.
o It will be confusing for a taxpayer in a municipality that allows for the waiver
when they get a certificate in the mail in September telling them the county now
has a lien on their property.
o There could potentially be a significant increase in the number of certificates
issued since the interest and penalty does not start accruing until October,
increasing mailing costs and phone calls.
Long term issues
o If we have to pay out put a significant amount to settle, we may have to borrow
incurring additional fees and interest that in the long run all taxpayers end up
paying for.
o Underlying taxation districts may have to take out loans because of the delayed
settlement that will cost them more.
o The change to an October interest and penalty date for those qualifying
properties lasts forever so we will have to track these multiple interest and
penalty scenarios until all are paid in full.
o

•

•

•

•

•
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SAWYER COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS –
AUTHORIZING A TAXATION DISTRICT TO WAIVE INTEREST AND PENALTIES
ON PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT INSTALLMENTS DUE
ON OR AFTER APRIL 1, 2020
RESOLUTION NO. _____________

WHEREAS, in December, 2019, a novel strain of coronavirus known as COVID-19 was
detected, and COVID-19 has continued to spread throughout the world, including to the United
States and the State of Wisconsin (“COVID-19 Pandemic”); and
WHEREAS, the federal government, state governments, and local governments are
working together to contain the further spread of the disease and treat existing cases; and
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human
Services declared a Public Health Emergency, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a pandemic, on March 12, 2020 the Governor of the State of Wisconsin
declared a Health Emergency in the State, and on March 13, 2020, Sawyer County (the “County”)
declared a state of emergency under authority granted by Wis. Stats. Chap. 323; and
WHEREAS, the federal government has enacted various laws and regulations in response
to the COVID-19 Pandemic including, without limitation, the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act and the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act; and
WHEREAS, because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, on March 24, 2020, Secretary-designee
Andrea Palm of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services issued Emergency Order #12, Safer
at Home Order (“Safer at Home Order”) requiring that everyone in Wisconsin stay at their home
or place of residence except in limited circumstances until April 24, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on April 16, 2020, Secretary-designee Palm extended the Safer at Home
Order, with certain modifications, to May 26, 2020, pursuant to Emergency Order #28; and
WHEREAS, the federal, state, local and individual responses to the COVID-19 Pandemic
and the uncertainty as to the effectiveness of those responses in mitigating the duration of the
COVID-19 Pandemic have created economic hardship and uncertainty in the County’s business
community, households throughout the County and for every County property taxpayer; and
WHEREAS, prominent economists have predicted record level unemployment rates for
the coming months and this prediction suggests that County residents will also experience record
level unemployment rates in the coming months, and an unprecedented number of businesses and
employers throughout the State and in the County have been required to suspend operations; and
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the various federal laws and
regulations implemented as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, and the various emergency orders
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and regulations implemented by state and local governments, on April 15, 2020, the Wisconsin
Legislature enacted 2019 Wisconsin Act 185 (“Act 185”), which Governor Evers signed on April
16, 2020; and
WHEREAS, Section 105(25) of Act 185 authorizes, among other things, the County to
adopt a resolution enabling taxation districts in the County to waive interest and penalties on 2020
property tax installment payments due and payable after April 1, 2020, until October 1, 2020; and
WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the above-referenced waiver must also establish
criteria for determining hardship that would qualify a property tax payer for the waiver; and
WHEREAS, the County’s authorization for a taxation district to implement the abovereferenced waiver is contingent upon a taxation district adopting a resolution in similar form and
content as to the County’s resolution; and
WHEREAS, the County Ordinances imposes a penalty on delinquent general property
taxes, special assessments, and similar tax or assessment amounts due; and
WHEREAS, this Resolution is intended to: (1) serve as the County’s enabling resolution
for purposes of Section 105(25) of Act 185; (2) authorize any taxation district located in the County
to waive interest and penalties on installment payments of property taxes due and payable after
April 1, 2020, in a manner consistent with Act 185 provided the taxation district adopts a similar
resolution and otherwise satisfies all conditions precedent to waiver contained in Act 185 and this
Resolution; and (3) declare that all property taxpayers in the County are experiencing hardship as
a result of the economic conditions associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic, the various federal
laws and regulations implemented as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the various emergency
orders and regulations implemented by state and local governments, and Act 185; and
WHEREAS, while the plain language of Section 105(25) of Act 185 allows for either a
general or a “case-by-case” finding of hardship to qualify for the above-referenced waiver of
interest and penalties, the County intends by this Resolution to authorize a taxation district to waive
interest and penalties for all property taxpayers in the County otherwise eligible for waiver under
Section 105(25) of Act 185 on a finding of general hardship based upon the economic conditions
described in this Resolution, which the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors (“County Board”)
determines has adversely affected all taxpayers in the County; and
WHEREAS, this Resolution is not intended to be construed as authorizing any sort of
“case-by-case” finding of hardship by a taxation district; and
WHEREAS, this Resolution is intended to allow a taxation district to waive the penalty
imposed by County Ordinances for property taxpayers qualifying for the waiver of interest and
penalties as provided in Section 105(25) of Act 185 and this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, the County Finance Committee, at its meeting on May 14, 2020, reviewed,
discussed and recommended the County Board approve this Resolution and forwarded it to the
County Board for discussion and action at the County Board meeting on May 21, 2020;
2
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 105(25) of Act 185,
the Board hereby finds and authorizes the following:
1.

Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the various federal laws and regulations
implemented as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the various emergency orders
and regulations implemented by state and local governments, and Act 185, the
Board finds that all property taxpayers are experiencing hardship as that term is
used in Section 105(25) of Act 185.

2.

A taxation district is authorized to waive interest and penalties for property taxes
payable in 2020 for an installment payment that is due and payable after April 1,
2020. This Resolution authorizes a taxation district to waive interest and penalties
as provided in Section 105(25) of Act 185 for all property taxpayers in the taxation
district such that if a taxation district authorizes the waiver under Section 105(25)
of Act 185, it must offer the waiver to all property taxpayers in the taxation district.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this Resolution authorizes a taxation
district to waive interest and penalties for property taxes payable in 2020 for an
installment payment that was due and payable prior to April 1, 2020, except as
otherwise permitted under applicable law.

3.

The terms of any County Ordinance imposing a penalty on delinquent property tax
payments are hereby modified for purposes of implementing the terms of this
Resolution and Section 105(25) of Act 185.

4.

As provided under Section 105(25) of Act 185, the County shall deviate from the
settlement procedure set forth in Wis. Stat. § 74.29 and, instead the County shall
settle property taxes, interest and penalties collected on or before July 31, 2020, on
August 20, 2020, as provided under Wis. Stat. § 74.29(1), and settle the remaining
unpaid taxes, interest, and penalties on September 20, 2020. The August 20, 2020,
settlement shall be distributed proportionally to the underlying taxing jurisdictions
according to payments collected on or before July 31, 2020.

5.

Notwithstanding Wis. Stat. § 74.57, the County Treasurer is authorized, but not
required, to omit from the tax certificate delivered to the County on September 1,
2020, all parcels of real property for which a taxation district has waived interest
and penalties as provided in this Resolution.

6.

The County Treasurer is directed to consult with the Wisconsin Department of
Revenue, all taxation districts in the County, and the County Administrator
regarding the implementation of this Resolution and the procedures associated
with, or contemplated by, this Resolution.

7.

Other County officers are authorized and directed to assist the County Treasurer in
the interpretation, application and implementation of this Resolution and Section
105(25) of Act 185.
3
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all actions heretofore taken by the County Board
and other appropriate public officers and agents of the County with respect to the matters
contemplated under this Resolution are hereby ratified, confirmed and approved.

This subject matter and contents of this Resolution was recommended for adoption by the Sawyer
County Board of Supervisors at its meeting on May 21, 2020 by this Sawyer County Finance
Committee at its meeting on May 13, 2020.
________________________________
Ron Kinsley

_______________________________
Troy Morgan

________________________________
Bruce Paulsen

_______________________________
Dawn Petit

________________________________
Tom Duffy

This Resolution is hereby adopted by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors this 21st day of
May, 2020.

___________________________________
Tweed Shuman,
Sawyer County Board of Supervisors Chairman

____________________________
Carol Williamson,
Sawyer County Clerk
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SAWYER COUNTY

Page 1

COVID-19 County Related Information

FEMA

Incident period is January 20, 2020 and continuing til further notice
75% Federal, 12.5% State Reimbursement
Eligible emergency protective measures taken to respond to the COVJD-19
emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials
See fact sheets
Category B - Protective Measures
Work that must be performed to reduce or eliminate threat to life
Protect public health and safety
Protect improved property that is threatened to to disasters
Category B - Donated Resources
labor, equipment or supplies/materials
Category Z - Management Costs
Administrative time spent working on grant related activities
Eligible up to 5% of Cat. B - Protective Measures

CARES Act

Signed March 27, 2020
Treasury?

150 billion to governments
2.3 billion is estimated WI share
Governor to decide County allocations
Used for expenses incurred in response to PH emergency

DOT

30,000 General aviation operation and maintenance grant

HHS

Provider Relief Fund to healthcare providers
30 billion distributed immdeiately {$49,138 to Ambulance)

I

I

,
I

,,Jl<I

20 bil lion additional based on 2018 net patient revenue

tt

"
DOL

Families First Coronavirus Response Act {FFCRA)
Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act (EPSLA)
Establishes paid sick leave for eligible employees
Does not include health care or emergency service employees
Employee is subject to quarantine
Advised to self-quarantine
Experiencing symptoms
Caring for individual subject to quarantine
Caring for son or daughter when school closed, no childcare
Employee experiencing substantially similar conditions

1

County to fund this
Emergency Family & Medical Leave Expansion Act {EFMLA)
12 weeks of federal FMLA leave during COVID-19
Unable to work due to care of son or daughter if school is closed
Childcare provider of son or daughter is unavailable due to PH emer.
County to fund this
FFCRA tax credits
Recover payouts identified above - EPSLA and EFMLEA
Counties are not eligible

I

I
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Payroll ta x deferral
Delay payment of employer's share FICA (6.2%}
Applies to taxes incurred from March 27th to December 31, 2020
Pay half by 12/31/2021 and half by 12/31/2022
Provides liquidity
I'

t
11 •

DOA

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG}
11.9 million to local gov'ts
Per NWRP-this hasn't been developed yet

!~
11 I

ti'

HHS

Child Care & Development Block Grant (CCDBG}
51.3 million for child care providers

HHS

PH emergency preparedness grants, receive 100%

CDC

1.5 billion to states - WI share undetermined

I

I

I,
I

OAA

Older Americans Act
Funding for senior centers, nutrition elder rights, meals, etc.

Unemployment

$600/week additional federal funding through July 21, 2020
Extends an additional 13 weeks of coverage
Furlough/Layoff
Workshare

Treasury/SBA

I

I

l•'I

Paycheck Protection Program
Government not eligible

I

I
I

I

II

' '

1::

I

I1

I

~
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As of April 30, 2020

SAWYER COUNTY
Revenue Tracking
COVID-19

2020
Amended
Budget
General
General
General
General
General
Clerk of Court
Clerk of Court
Clerk of Court
Criminal Justice
Register of Deeds
Register of Deeds
Zoning
Zoning
Zoning
Law Enforcement
Law Enforcement
Law Enforcement
Law Enforcement
Ambulance
Land Records
HHS
Agent State
Agent State

Interest on Taxes
Penalties on Taxes
Sales Tax Income
County Forest Stumpage
Interest on Investments
GAL Revenue
Co. Share of Fines & Forfeits
Court Fees & Costs
Public Charges for Services
Co. Share/RE Transfer Fees
Register of Deeds Fees
Zoning Fees
Sanitary permits
Land use permits
Sheriff Fees
Board of Prisoners
Electronic Monitoring
Probation & Parole
Ambulance Fees
Land Records Fees
Client Collections
Public Charges for Services
Water Testing

YTD
Transactions

2019
YTD
Transactions

200,000
50,000
2,000,000
1,800,000
225,000
33,000
55,000
160,000
50,000
75,000
100,000
30,000
85,000
120,000
30,000
70,000
18,000
25,000
1,351,272
44,000
1,568,514
217,548
31,565

72,964
18,242
404,590
564,698
38,962
10,029
15,341
25,029
9,307
23,657
36,336
4,017
13,850
16,836
13,705
18,111
2,595
303,262
13,976
273,620
15,608
10,171

64,035
16,011
361,643
269,396
76,792
4,239
5,759
33,652
25,377
24,002
32,589
5,697
9,250
22,625
12,170
9,338
1,056
461,214
11,728
261,172
20,300
18,815

8,338,899

1,904,906

1,746,860

2020
Projected

1,631,000
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Sawyer County Sales Tax - Monthly
$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$0

JAN

FEB

MAR

2020

$151,846

$126,061

$126,683

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

2019

$144,565

$122,883

2018

$174,653

$95,347

$94,196

$142,225

$143,146

$215,464

$291,426

$154,752

$216,861

$212,000

$125,937

$161,382

$88,314

$143,492

$171,736

$168,256

$278,501

$185,990

$195,858

$196,754

$130,326

2017

$142,279

$139,231

$108,572

$100,016

$117,132

$167,876

$163,086

$202,824

$209,457

$170,421

$190,735

$148,514

2016

$101,219

$103,446

$96,417

$129,768

$101,758

$148,195

$196,453

$192,035

$214,051

$181,374

$161,159

$148,834

$102,121
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Sawyer County Sales Tax - Cumulative
2020 Budget = $2,000,000
$2,500,000

$2,000,000

$1,500,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

$0

JAN

FEB

MAR

2020

$151,846

$277,907

$404,590

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

2019

$144,565

$267,447

2018

$174,653

$269,999

$361,643

$503,868

$647,014

$862,479

$1,153,905

$1,308,657

$1,525,518

$1,737,519

$1,863,456

$2,024,838

$358,314

$501,806

$673,542

$841,798

$1,120,299

$1,306,288

$1,502,147

$1,698,901

$1,829,227

2017

$142,279

$1,968,457

$250,851

$350,868

$468,000

$635,876

$798,962

$1,001,786

$1,211,243

$1,381,664

$1,572,399

$1,720,912

2016

$101,219

$1,824,358

$197,636

$327,404

$429,162

$577,357

$773,809

$965,844

$1,179,896

$1,361,270

$1,522,429

$1,671,263

$1,773,384
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