Sawyer County
Agenda
County Board of Supervisors Meeting
Thursday, February 21, 2019 @ 6:30 PM
Large Courtroom; Sawyer County Courthouse

Page
1.

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS
LAW

3.

MEETING AGENDA

4.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

5.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
County Board 1-17-19
a.

6.

ZONING COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT

3-5

6-9

a.

Town of Draper - Chicken option - Action.
Town of Draper Chickens
Chicken Options

10 - 11

b.

Town of Hayward - Chicken option - Action.
Town of Hayward Chickens
Chicken Options

12 - 13

c.

Town of Hunter - Chicken option - Action.
Town of Hunter Chickens
Chicken Options

14 - 15

d.

Resolution - 4.52 Option Two - Raising Chickens

7.

16 - 26

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT
a.

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Update

b.

Discuss future plans for Circuit Court
Court Facility FAQ 02-21-2019
SCR 68 - Court Planning
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27

c.

Resolution to Reallocate Funds from the 2019 Contingency
Budget to the 2019 Capital Improvements Budget - Feasibility
Study of Impacts of Additional Circuit Courtroom
Resolution for Feasiblity Study

28

d.

Joint Powers Agreements
First page of Joint Powers Agreement Forms

8.
29 - 75

FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT
a.

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)
Sawyer County PACE Ordinance
Sawyer County PACE Resolution
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)
PACE Program Information - WGFOA 2017

9.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT

10.

LAND, WATER, AND FOREST RESOURCES COMMITTEE CHAIR
REPORT

76 - 82

a.

Over the Counter Land Sales (Action Item)
OTC Land Sales
Town of Meadowbrook Parcel No. 016-637-03-2204
Town of Sand Lake Parcel No. 026-939-22-5410

83 - 84

b.

Emergency Fire Wardens 2019 (Approval Needed)
2019 EFW list

85

c.

Resolution Authorizing an Increase to the 2019 Resource
Development Budget for the Carlson Road Bridge Project
Resolution - Carlson Bridge

11.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES BOARD CHAIR REPORT

12.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & UW EXTENSION COMMITTEE
CHAIR REPORT

13.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
Administrator's Admin Committee Report 2019-02
a.

14.

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS FROM CONFERENCES AND
MEETINGS, OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY

86 - 89
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Draft
Minutes of the meeting of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
Thursday, January 17, 2019; 6:30 p.m.;
Large Court Room, Sawyer County Courthouse
County Board Chair Tweed Shuman called the January meeting of the Sawyer County
Board of Supervisors to order. Roll call was as follows (x indicates present)
district - supervisor - T = Town, V = Village, C = City, W = Ward
X 01 - Dale Schleeter – T Lenroot W 1, T Hayward W 7, C Hayward W 5 and 6
X 02 - Kathy McCoy – T Lenroot W 2, T Round Lake W 1
X 03 - Tweed Shuman – T Hayward W 1 and 2
X 04 – Troy Morgan – T Hayward W 3 and 4
X 05 – James H. Schlender Jr. – T Hayward W 5 and 6
X 06 – Marc D. Helwig – C Hayward W 1 and 2
07 - Thomas W. Duffy – C Hayward W 3 and 4
X 08 - Bruce Paulsen – T Bass Lake W 1 and 2
X 09 - Brian Bisonette – T Bass Lake W 3 and 4
X 10 – Elaine Nyberg – T Sand Lake, T Edgewater W 1
X 11 - Jim Bassett – T Edgewater W 2, T Bass Lake W 5, T Hayward W 8, T Meteor, T
Couderay, V Couderay
X 12 - William Voight – T Spider Lake, T Round Lake W 2, T Winter W 1
X 13 - Ron Kinsley – T Hunter, T Radisson W 1, T Ojibwa W 1, V Radisson
X 14 – Ron Buckholtz – T Radisson W 2, T Ojibwa W 2, T Weirgor, V Exeland, T
Meadowbrook
X 15 – Helen Dennis – T Winter W 2, T Draper, V Winter
The agenda for the meeting was presented as follows:
Call to Order, Roll Call, Pledge of Allegiance
Certification of Compliance with the Open Meetings Law
Meeting Agenda
Public Comments
Minutes from Previous Meetings: December 20, 2018
Zoning Committee Chair Report
Shoreland Ordinance update
Public Safety Committee Chair Report
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Update
Approve restructuring a Road Sergeant position to a Road Lieutenant position
Southern Ambulance Facility Update
Public Works Committee Chair Report
Land, Water, and Forest Resources Committee Chair Report
Forestry Department Annual Plan and Annual Partnership Meeting Minutes
Health and Human Services Board Chair Report
HHS Bylaws with a recommendation for approval
Finance Committee Chair Report
Agreement with Northwest Regional Planning Commission
Economic Development & UW Extension Committee Chair Report
County Administrator’s Report
Sawyer County Board/Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Council Joint Committee Update
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Correspondence, Reports from Conferences and Meetings, Other Matters for Discussion
only
County Board Chair Shuman called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
Motion by Buckholtz, 2nd by Bassett, to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2018
meeting. Motion carried
Zoning Committee Chair Ron Buckholtz reported to the County Board on the work in the
Zoning Department and Land Conservation.
Zoning Administrator Dale Olson presented a Shoreland Ordinance update. The Zoning
Committee approved in December. Motion by Bassett, 2nd by Paulsen, to approve the
revised Shoreland Wetland Ordinance. Motion carried
Supervisor James Schlender updated the County Board on the Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council. Forming a joint task force between Sawyer County and LCO to
relieve pressure on the Sawyer County Circuit Court. Criminal Justice Coordinator Diane
McNamer is working on initiatives using data collected by Justice Point. Jail is using
electronic monitoring and there are no out of county inmates. LCO grant writing employees
attended the CJCC meeting on Monday, January 14. McNamer and Tammy Bergum from
LCO presented bail bond testing alternatives including “patch” testing. The patch is more
expensive that the oral swab, but less labor intensive.
Sheriff Doug Mrotek presented a request to restructure a Road Sergeant position to a
Road Lieutenant position. This is a budget neutral request. The Road Lieutenant can
handle administrative duties delegated by the Sheriff. Motion by Schlender, 2nd by Voight,
to approve the restructuring. Motion carried
Maintenance Supervisor Tim Hagberg reviewed the plans for the Southern Ambulance
Facility in Ojibwa. The proposed building plan is 2700 square feet including 384 square
feet of living quarters. Cooper Engineering is the project manager. Plan to let out for bid
first week of March.
Emergency Management Director Pat Sanchez provided information on a Community
Development Block Grant to fund 40-50 percent of the Southern Ambulance Facility.
Application for the grant closes in April 2019 and awarded July 2019. Need an
Environmental Health Study and Historical Study. Sanchez is working with the Economic
Development Corporation on the grant. Supervisor Bruce Paulsen informed the Board the
EDC will work on the grant and handle the public hearings. The Grant covers back 12
months for planning costs. The county can continue building plans and still apply for the
grant. Sanchez asked the board if she should continue working on the grant or not.
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If the county waits for the grant award in July, it delays construction until August. The
consensus of the board was to continue with the current building plan and Sanchez to
continue working on the grant and bring back the grant application for approval.
Public Works Chair Ron Kinsley reported to the Committee regarding the Sawyer County
Airport, the Highway Department, and the Maintenance Department.
Land, Water, and Forest Resource Committee Chair Bruce Paulsen reported to the Board.
The LWFRC approved and forwarded to the board the 2018-2019 Annual Partnership
Meeting Minutes and 2019 Work Plan. Motion by Helwig, 2nd by Nyberg, to approve the
minutes and the plan. Motion carried
Health and Human Services Board Chair Kathy McCoy presented the revised HHS ByLaws with a recommendation from HHS Board for approval. Motion by Buckholtz, 2nd be
Dennis, to approve the HHS By-laws. Motion carried
Finance Committee Chair Bruce Paulsen presented the agreement with Northwest
Regional Planning Commission to administrate the Community Development Block grant.
The Finance Committee approved the agreement and forwarded to the Board for approval.
Motion by Kinsley, 2nd by Helwig, to approve the agreement with NWRPC. Motion carried
Supervisor Troy Morgan reported on the Economic Development & UW Extension
Committee.
County Administrator Tom Hoff provided his Administrator’s report. Hoff traveled to
Madison this week to meet with legislative representatives regarding budget restraints,
levy limits, and mandates.
Hoff will meet with Department heads and pull together information to assist the County
Board at a meeting to prioritize spending.
Meeting adjourned 7:28
Approved Resolutions and Ordinances are on the Sawyer County website and copies are
available in the Sawyer County Clerk’s Office.
Minutes prepared by Carol Williamson
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1
2

RESOLUTION 2019 - - -

3
4

Amendatory Ordinance

5
6
7

WHEREAS, the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors has heretofore been petitioned to amend
the Sawyer County Zoning Ordinance; and

8
9

WHEREAS, the Board has the legal authority to amend the Zoning Ordinance pursuant to
Section 59.69, Wisconsin Statutes.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sawyer County Zoning Ordinance, adopted June 18, 1934,
be and the same is hereby amended as follows:

4.52 OPTION TWO - RAISING CHICKENS IS ALLOWED.

The following requirements are applicable to the raising of chickens, hens only, in all non-agricultural
zone districts.
1) A permit is not required to raise chickens.
2) No property owner shall:
a) Keep a rooster.
b) Keep more than six (6) hens per 20,000 square feet of parcel area, but not to exceed 25
chickens maximum regardless of parcel size.
·
c) Keep any fowl (i.e., ducks, geese, guinea hens, turkeys etc.) other than chickens.
d) Keep chickens inside of a dwelling.
3) Enclosure.
a) Chickens shall have access to a secure, fully enclosed, well ventilated yet wind/weather proof,
roofed structure at all times.
b) Chickens shall be completely enclosed at all times (i.e., chicken coop, fenced area to include
overhead netting etc.) and shall not be allowed to roam free.
c) The enclosure shall meet the minimum setbacks required of a dwelling. The dimensional
requirements of18.0 shall apply.
d) Residue or waste related to the raising of chicken shall be disposed of so as not to create a
health hazard (i.e., composted, applied as fertilizer, buried, transported off of the property etc.).
Note: The following table is provided for information only. A Town may change its option at any time by
Town Resolution

Town's Selected Option
Town
Option Selected
Bass Lake
Option Two
Couderay
Option Two
Draper
Option Two
Edaewater
Option Two
Hayward
Option Two
Hunter
Ootion Two
Lenroot
Option Two
Meadowbrook
Ootion Two
Meteor
Option Two
Oiibwa
Ootion Two
Radisson
Option Two
Round Lake
Ootion Two
Option Two
Sand Lake
Soider Lake
None

Date of Town Board Decision
January 11, 2010
January 13, 201 O
April 9, 2018
February 9, 2010
November 26, 2018
November 28, 2018
January 11, 2010
December 29, 2009
January 11, 2010
November 9, 2009
February 8, 2010
Auaust9,2012
January 12, 201 O
December 30, 2009
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Weir or
Winter

Februar 9, 2010
October 10, 2012

39
40
41
42

43
44
45
46
47
48
49

This petition was approved at Zoning Committee meeting on January 18, 2019.

Dated this 21st day of February, 2019

so
51
52
53
54
55

Carol Williamson
Sawyer County Clerk

56
57
58

Tweed Shuman
Sawyer County Board Chairman
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Additional Circuit Court Branch Discussion
February 21, 2019
Why the discussion about a second circuit court branch in Sawyer County?
Sawyer County can benefit from a second judgeship. Statistically, Sawyer County needs another judgeship.
The state courts' weighted caseload study shows Sawyer has a 3-year average workload of 1.55 judicial
officers through 2017. 2018 saw an increase in felony filings to over 400 in one calendar year. In 2019,
there have already been 74 felonies filed. That puts the legal system on track for 519 felonies in 2019.
Criminal filings have gone up over the past 3 years and require a great deal of court time.
It takes misdemeanors a full 35 days longer (a 45% increase) to adjudicate compared to just 5 years ago.
Similarly, felony cases take an additional 24 days to adjudicate (a 14% increase). These are all according to
2017 stats, but we anticipate the trend to have continued upward in 2018. High rates are due to the
heavy caseload and the limited court time available for pushing through said caseload.

An increasing heavy caseload has a dramatic impact on public safety. Every defendant is entitled to due
process. Due to increasing caseload, the court can no longer guarantee processing of serious cases which

1
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will result in the release of criminal defendants with bond. We are perilously close to this happening.
Judge Yackel asks on behalf of public safety, to provide relief before this occurs.
Additionally, given the opioid epidemic that has struck much of rural Wisconsin, the community could
greatly benefit from treatment court programs such as a Drug Court. However, such initiatives require
judicial time and leadership, which Judge Yackel cannot currently afford to dedicate alongside his heavy
caseload.

How would Sawyer County acquire a second circuit court branch?
A second circuit court branch is not guaranteed. A bill has been drafted which will include 12 counties
needing additional branches, including Sawyer County. We anticipate that bill will be introduced to the
legislature by mid-March. Once introduced, it is in the hands of the legislature and may be amended. For
instance, the total number of counties impacted by the bill could be reduced before the bill is passed, if it
is passed.
Customarily, new judgeships are approved every ten years or so. The last judgeship bill was passed in
2007, so while it is due time, there has been turnover in the legislature that makes movement forward
somewhat less predictable.
There are three elements considered for determining additional judicial resources. The first is a
commitment from the county, which the County Board affirmed in its September 21, 2017 resolution. The
second element is establishing judicial need, which is undeniable as documented in the 2015-2017
Weighted Caseload Report as noted above. The third element is providing adequate court facilities, which
is explored further below.

Does Sawyer County need a second full courtroom?
It is the County’s duty to provide a county courthouse. Wis. Stat. 59.54(14)(a) states that “ [a] county shall
provide a courthouse…and other necessary buildings at the county seat, and keep them in good repair.”
Wisconsin Supreme Court Rules (SCR Chapter 68) states that each circuit court judge should be provided
with a separate courtroom with permanent seating for 14 jurors, an adjacent jury deliberation room with
adjacent private restrooms. Each judge should have private chambers at least 500 square feet in size, with
a private restroom and located directly adjacent to support staff. Scott R. Needham, former Chief Judge of
the Tenth Judicial District had stated that the current small “courtroom” is not an adequate space for a
second judge and will not be approved as a second courtroom unless expanded.
Even if a second judgeship is not approved, the county would benefit from an additional courtroom
because it would allow visiting and reserve judges to fully hear cases and hold trials at the same time as
Judge Yackel. The 10th District is limited to what relief can be given to Sawyer County if there is not a
second full functioning courtroom. The heavy caseload must still be processed with one fully functioning
courtroom. According to Judge Yackel, a second courtroom would allow the 10th District to provide the
needed assistance to handle the caseload in the event the state legislature does not act.

2
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How much will an additional second circuit court branch cost the taxpayers of
Sawyer County?
The judicial system is a function of the state performed at the county level. The state pays the salary of
each circuit court judge, the court reporter, and a portion of the judge’s judicial assistant. However, the
county is responsible for the construction and operational costs of the court facilities within the county
courthouse.

The annual operating costs are the responsibility of the county. Because counties are still under levy
limits imposed by the state, each dollar added to the budget for operating the court system will mean a
dollar-for-dollar reduction in services provided by other departments within the county.
Potential annual operating costs discussed in the December Public Safety Committee meeting include:

Additional Judge:
Additional Staff
Judicial Assistant
Courtroom Security
Clerk of Court Deput
Bailiff
Probate
Custodial

Personnel
$70,776
$86,010
$69,538
$1,500

Other
$3,000
$10,000
$3,000

Total
$73,776
$96,010
$72,538
$1,500
$0
$18,691

$31,000
$5,000
$3,000

$31,000
$5,000
$3,000

$18,691

Facility Operating Costs
Utilities
Maintenance
Supply
Subtotal Additional Judge Related Operations Costs

Less - Additional Support Payment From State of Wisconsin
Total Additional Judge Related Operations Costs

$301,515
$32,275
$269,240

In addition to the annual operating costs, the county would incur the capital cost of the required facilities.
Capital costs can be paid through debt service which falls outside of the levy limits. Although debt is not
subject to levy limits, the repayment of debt will increase property taxes. For every million dollars of debt
incurred, approximately $70,000 would need to be added to the tax levy.

3
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How would getting additional Assistant District Attorney(s) affect the need for
an additional circuit court branch?
In addition to the judge bill that may provide Sawyer County an additional judge, there is another
potential bill being contemplated that would add over 60 additional assistant district attorneys (ADA)
throughout the state including up to two more in Sawyer County. While the two ADA’s would be funded
by the state, the additional costs for their support staff falls on the county.

Potential annual operating costs discussed in the December Public Safety Committee meeting include:

2 Additional District Attorneys:
Additional Personnel Costs vvv
Support Staff (2)

$139,000

$14,000

$153,000

Unfortunately, adding additional ADAs would only worsen the bottleneck of cases if a second judge is not
added. One fully functioning courtroom to accommodate the increasing caseload will not be dramatically
effective unless a second judge and/or courtroom is added.

What are some alternatives to adding a second circuit court branch?
Some alternatives are available, but limited. As previously discussed, there are several things the county
and court can do to help deflate the current caseload. These efforts should be undertaken regardless of
the judgeship outcome. Notably, while the effectiveness of these alternatives is unpredictable, they could
not possibly equate to the impact of having a 2nd judge in the county. Alternatives include:
•

Further work with the county's CJCC. Some of the CJCC's Justice Point report includes
recommendations that could not only reduce the local jail population, but also improve recidivism
rates which mean a reduction in crime and therefore court cases. Diversion programs could have
a like effect. However, these programs are not geared toward the increasing meth & heroin cases.

•

Improved commissioner usage. A DAR system was installed in Sawyer County yesterday, February
5th, which opens the door for more commissioner hearings (since the record can be taken
digitally). A brief analysis done by the 10th District office shows commissioners were only used for
47.5 hours of court time last year, or less than one hour each week. The District office can assist
with facilitating commissioner usage. The county should strongly consider increasing its
contracted commissioner hours to .3 - .38 hours of court time. Statistically, this could improve the
judicial workload to 1.21 - 1.30. Even at this rate, Sawyer would still be in the top counties being
considered for the judgeship bill. This is not a permanent solution; it is only a way to help manage
the increasing caseload while waiting for relief.

•

Out-of-county case assignments. The District Office will implement a practice for rerouting a
portion of Sawyer's caseload to other judges within the district. This will require some scheduling

4
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and collaboration due to the limited courthouse space available in Sawyer. Additionally, the
district will continue its policy of not assigning out of county cases to Judge Yackel. Keeping his
focus on the county's heavy caseload. As previously stated, this was tried in 2012 and was
minimally effective. In order for the 10th District to be able to provide adequate relief, a fully
functional second courtroom is necessary.
•

Seek additional court office efficiencies. The Office of Court Operations is drafting a report with
recommendations on how the court can improve its practices. We anticipate the report will be
completed in the coming month. Another consideration would be to increase courthouse hours
from 35 to 37.5 hours/weekly. These will have no impact whatsoever on the court's total caseload,
but can help improve the time in which cases are adjudicated and will enhance public service.
Note that the court already goes beyond 4 pm on a regular basis, especially during jury trials
which typically go to 4:30-5:00 pm.

What are the next steps?
As provided in SCR 68.05, Judge Yackel, as the presiding judge, will appoint a security and facilities
committee composed of the Judge, the Chair of the County Board, the County Administrator, Clerk of
Circuit Court, County Sheriff, and others as outlined. In addition to coordinating and developing general
court security and facilities policies, this committee will establish a design subcommittee for the
contemplated construction of additional court facilities.
Having those most intimately affected by a planned project involved from the earliest stages is the single
most effective step in assuring that the project will be both functional and cost-effective. The
subcommittee should be created prior to and should participate in the selection of an architect and other
consultants and should remain involved until the project’s completion. The subcommittee should consult
with the committee during the design phase.
The creation of a design subcommittee is consistent with Wisconsin Supreme Court Rules and reiterates
the County Board’s resolve to determine the court facility needs for Sawyer County.

5
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1

Updated 15−16 Wis. Stats.

SECURITY, FACILITIES, STAFFING

SCR 68.05

CHAPTER SCR 68
COURT SECURITY, FACILITIES, AND STAFFING
SCR
SCR
SCR

68.01
68.02
68.03

SCR
SCR
SCR
SCR

68.04
68.05
68.06
68.07

Purpose.
Definitions.
Remodeling, construction, or relocation of court facilities or personnel.
Judicial officer authority.
Security and facilities committee.
Security: structure and design.
Security: personnel.

Note: SCR Chapter 68 was created March 15, 2012.

SCR 68.01 Purpose. (1) This chapter is promulgated by the
supreme court to promote communication among circuit courts,
county officials, court planners, architects and contractors concerning court facilities issues. It recognizes the constitutionally
appropriate participation of the supreme court and circuit courts
in addressing their facilities and staffing needs and priorities
within the constraints established by funding limitations and budget priorities. This chapter recognizes the court’s authority to
direct activities and policies of the director of state courts and of
the judiciary. It is intended to assist counties and courts in making
sound decisions about the court facilities that serve the citizens of
their Wisconsin communities.
(2) This chapter does not create a fixed standard. It is intended
to be a statement of general purpose and procedure which establishes a flexible framework for courts’ participation in decision−
making regarding court facilities while recognizing the wide
range of needs and circumstances which exist in counties across
the state.
(3) The standards in this chapter apply to existing court facilities, to the construction, remodeling and relocation of court facilities and to the review and approval of court facilities under SCR
68.03 (2) and (4).
Comment: SCR Chapter 68 is the culmination of an administrative rule petition
filed by the Director of State Courts on behalf of the Planning and Policy Advisory
Committee (“Petitioners”) on June 30, 2011. Subsequent to the filing of the rule petition the Wisconsin Legislature enacted 2011 Wisconsin Act 35 (the “concealed
carry” legislation) on July 8, 2011. The Petitioners advised this court that 2011 Wisconsin Act 35 was deemed beyond the scope of Chapter 68 and that this Chapter is
not intended to address issues presented by 2011 Wisconsin Act 35 or regarding the
constitutional right to bear arms.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.02 Definitions. (1) In this chapter:
(a) “Committee” means the security and facilities committee
under SCR 68.05.
(b) “Court facility” means the facilities used in the operation
of the circuit court including without limitation the courtroom,
court chambers, the office and storage area of any court commissioner, court reporter, clerk of circuit court, register in probate,
clerk of juvenile court, family court counseling, the jury room,
jury assembly areas, judicial staff areas, areas that may affect the
security of a court, court staff and the public using a court, areas
used for access to a court and any other facilities used in the operation of a court, where court proceedings are conducted or judicial
staff is housed.
(c) “Presiding judge” means the judge appointed under
SCR 70.265 or means the judge in a single branch circuit.
(d) “Should” is directory only, not mandatory, and connotes a
duty or obligation to pursue a goal or objective.
(e) “Judicial officer” means a circuit court judge or court commissioner.
(f) “Sworn officer” means a deputy sheriff or police officer.

SCR
SCR
SCR
SCR
SCR
SCR
SCR

68.08
68.09
68.10
68.11
68.12
68.13
68.14

Security: equipment.
Court facilities: planning.
Court facilities: courtrooms.
Court facilities: auxiliary areas.
Staffing.
Director of state courts.
Review of standards; report.

(g) “Court security officer” means a non−sworn officer whose
principal function is to provide security in and about the courtroom and court facility.
(h) “Court aide” means a civilian who works with juries, provides routine information and directions to the public, and assists
the court.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.03 Remodeling, construction, or relocation of
court facilities or personnel. (1) The circuit judges shall
promptly notify the chief judge of the judicial district, in writing,
of the county’s intent to remodel, construct or relocate any court
facility or to relocate any court personnel.
(2) The circuit judges and the chief judge, in cooperation with
appropriate county officials, shall review any proposals under
sub. (1) together with any drawings or plans. The circuit judges
and the chief judge shall participate in the planning process to
ensure that the proposals under sub. (1) are consistent with current
court facility standards, including those relating to functional
design, audio−visual and acoustical adequacy and security of the
courts and the public, and that they conform to the requirements
of the Americans With Disabilities Act and other federal, state and
local laws.
Comment: The technical requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act are
beyond the scope of these standards. Compliance with federal law requires certain
accommodations to be included in all projects.

(3) The director of state courts shall provide technical assistance and advice on any proposals under sub. (1), within the
resources available to the director’s office.
(4) The chief judge shall review every new, remodeled or relocated court facility and grant or deny approval for its use, subject
to review by the supreme court.
(5) No circuit judge or court staff may occupy a new, remodeled or relocated court facility until the court facility is approved
under sub. (4).
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.04 Judicial officer authority. Day to day security
decisions and case specific security are within the discretion of
each individual judicial officer. The judicial officer shall consult
as needed, with the chief judge, the sworn officers, or the court
security officers.
Comment: This provision confirms the authority of a presiding judge in his or her
own courtroom. See, e.g., Stevenson v. Milwaukee County, 140 Wis. 14 (1909).
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.05 Security and facilities committee. (1) The presiding judge for each county shall appoint a security and facilities
committee composed of all of the following:
(a) One circuit judge to serve as chairperson.
(b) The chairperson of the county board.
(c) The county executive, county administrator, or administrative coordinator.
(d) The clerk of the circuit court.
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(e) The county sheriff.
(f) The district attorney.
(g) The Wisconsin State Public Defender.
(h) A circuit court commissioner.
(i) One lawyer designated by the president of the local bar
association. If there is no association, the presiding judge shall
appoint a lawyer residing in the county.
(j) One representative of a victim−witness support organization.
(k) One representative of the facilities/maintenance department.
(L) Such other persons as the committee considers appropriate.
A person specified in sub. (b) to (g) may designate a person for
appointment to the committee in his or her place.
(2) In the absence of a presiding judge or if the presiding judge
is unable to act, the chief judge of the judicial administrative district in which the county is located shall act on behalf of the presiding judge under this subsection.
Comment: The creation of a committee which includes all of the designated persons is essential to achieve the overall goals of these standards. The purpose of this
rule is to insure that the court system is proactive, geared to prevention, not merely
reactive, responding to violent, perhaps tragic, incidents. Committees are encouraged to consider if it is appropriate to include a member of the public on the committee.

(3) The committee shall meet quarterly.
(4) The committee shall coordinate and develop general court
security and facilities policies and key activities including:
(a) The submission of reports to the Planning and Policy Advisory Committee on security threats and incidents and on courthouse construction, remodeling and security innovations.
(b) A policy for the secure delivery of mail, other items, and
supplies to all offices in court facilities.
(c) A policy for the issuance, control, and collection of keys
and electronic access devices for each court facility, governing
access before, during and after business hours.
(d) A policy to control access to court facilities for third party
subcontractors and vendors.
(e) An annual training program, in coordination with the
county sheriff, for all employees and staff.
(f) Procedures for a sworn officer/court security officer to
patrol the halls and public areas.
(g) A policy regarding possession of firearms by law enforcement officers who appear as witnesses, litigants, or who are present on personal business in the court facility.
Comment: There is a difference of opinion whether sworn officers or law enforcement officers who appear as witnesses, litigants, or on personal business should be
permitted to carry a firearm in court facilities.

(h) A list of prohibited items not allowed to be brought into the
court facility.
(i) A notice to the public and employees regarding prohibited
items not allowed in the facility and warning that persons entering
the facility are subject to search.
(j) A procedure to calibrate screening equipment consistent
with manufactures’ directions.
(k) A plan for dealing with disruptions at court proceedings,
including trial and pretrial, involving particularly dangerous or
disruptive litigants.
(L) A policy for searching each courtroom or other vulnerable
area for explosives or other dangerous instrumentalities before the
commencement of court proceedings each day.
Comment: The need for this regular practice is greatest in those counties where
courtrooms are used for non−judicial purposes on evenings and weekends.

(m) A preparedness plan for disasters impacting or affecting
court operations in coordination with the local emergency management department.
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(n) A procedure to review features of the buildings’ exterior
with security features in mind, such as an electronic surveillance
system and external lighting.
Comment: The dangers created by external features of a court facility building
may be significant. Wide variations among counties as to their local needs and the
designs of their courthouses render a uniform standard impracticable. Each committee should assess risk factors and consider solutions to minimize danger.

(o) A policy for the monitoring and surveillance of all parking
areas including public, employee, and other designated parking
areas. The committee should consider establishing a policy governing motor vehicles in close proximity to the court facility and
a policy to establish barriers preventing vehicular access to the
facility.
Comment: The best practice is to prohibit vehicular parking close to the building
but this standard may not be attainable in many counties.

(p) A juror safety policy.
Comment: Jurors must be safeguarded from those who would seek to intimidate
or engage in reprisals. Juror safety issues may extend outside the court facility and
beyond the time of trial.

(q) A system of recording, reporting, and responding to incidents occurring in court facilities.
(r) A system of recording, reporting, and responding to threats
made to judicial officers and court staff and their families and others associated with the court as a local rule under SCR 70.34.
Comment: A systematic reporting procedure for threats to judicial officers, court
staff or their families should be established in each county. This serves the beneficial
purpose of allowing persons other than the object of the threat to assess its seriousness, as there may be a tendency by the person threatened to minimize it as “part of
the job.” The policy should designate the person to whom threats are to be reported,
establish the responsibility for investigation or other response and provide for the
retention of records of all reported threats.

(s) A procedure whereby each judicial officer may complete
and submit a judicial profile to local law enforcement and provides annual updates.
Comment: The U.S. Marshals Service Judicial Profile provides a good template
for judicial officers. It is important to note that this profile may be subject to the Wisconsin public records law, Wis. Stat. 19.31−39, and it cannot be guaranteed that all
of the information collected in this profile can be kept confidential.

(t) A policy for periodic security audits.
Comment: The U.S. Marshals Service is an excellent resource on court security
and has expertise to assist counties with security planning and evaluation of existing
safeguards.

(u) A policy on money collection and safeguarding of money.
Comment: Clerks of court collect substantial amounts of money. An enhanced
protection program for these funds will not only safeguard the taxpayers’ treasury but
will also deter any efforts to engage in violence for financial gain.

(v) A policy for the handling and storage of firearms, other
dangerous instrumentalities and contraband received as evidence
during court proceedings.
Comment: Documents and other exhibits received during judicial proceedings
must be safeguarded as part of the court record. Certain items of evidence present
reasons for special attention to their handling during breaks, overnight in multi−day
proceedings and following the conclusion of the proceeding in which they are introduced.

(w) Consideration of whether the committee can assist the
municipal courts in its county in security matters.
Comment: Municipal courts generally are not located in the county courthouse
but convene in various public buildings. All courts share certain basic security concerns. If the committee is considering municipal court security or facilities the committee should consider appointing a municipal judge as a committee member.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.06 Security: structure and design. (1) A court
facility housing courtrooms should have a sectoring system that
divides the building into the following 3 types of areas according
to the nature of access to them:
(a) Public areas where the general public has relatively free
access.
(b) Restricted access areas where generally only the following
are permitted access: judicial officers, jurors and designated personnel.
(c) Secure access areas where only prisoners and law enforcement personnel are permitted.
(2) ENTRANCES. (a) Public Entrance. A court facility should
have a single entrance with appropriate screening mechanisms in
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place to screen persons, carry−in items and packages. Screening
stations should be equipped with a magnetometer, x−ray for packages and carry−in items, duress alarms, and video surveillance.
(b) Restricted Access Entrance. All judicial officers and designated personnel should enter through a secure and separate
entrance equipped with screening the same as the public entrance
in sub. (1).
(c) Entrances other than the public entrance should be secured
and access limited.
Comment: Any new court facility should incorporate sectoring principles if it is
to provide the most basic security that can be attained through structural design.
Existing facilities present a wide range of structural variations that create obstacles
to the use of sectoring principles. However, in many existing courthouses there are
opportunities to achieve some sectoring that will improve security. In addition,
remodeling projects undertaken for non−security purposes offer cost−efficient
opportunities to enhance the overall sectoring of a courthouse.
Secure prisoner transport and holding areas eliminate any prisoner interaction
with the public until they are in a courtroom and are critical to the safety of the public,
court staff, and the prisoners themselves. The need for an area where attorneys can
meet with their clients should be considered in the design.
(3) COURTROOMS. A courtroom should be constructed to

include all of the following:
(a) A single public entry that accommodates a security checkpoint for use as needed.
(b) Entrances for judges and court staff that are adjacent to the
bench and entrances for jurors that are as close to the jury box as
possible.
(c) Other access to the courtroom, such as windows or maintenance access, that inhibits unauthorized entry.
(d) A judge’s bench should be of a size and height to deter
physical attacks, shall have a built−in bullet−resistant barrier of
the highest threat level, and should provide a direct sight line to
the public entrance.
(e) Court reporter and clerk stations shall be equipped with a
built−in bullet−resistant barrier of the highest threat level.
(f) Lighting panels that are located in areas where only court
staff have access to them.
(g) Lighting that enhances safety and is supported by an emergency power source.
(h) A clear separation between the spectator area and the area
used by the participants in court proceedings.
Comment: Courtrooms have often been the site of violent and tragic incidents,
and their design is an important aspect in preventing such occurrences. The personnel
and equipment standards in this rule are also integral parts of the overall security strategy. In the American system of justice, most court proceedings are public and security concerns cannot unreasonably interfere with this principle. However, a design
that ensures the opportunity for proper screening of those who enter the courtroom
and the proper physical arrangement of those present will create a safer setting in
which citizens may exercise their right to participate in or observe public judicial proceedings. A single public entrance to the courtroom makes it easier to screen those
who enter, though building codes may require that there be a second means of egress
from the courtroom. Construction of courtrooms without windows reduces the security threat from outside the building. When windows are included in courtroom
design, care should be taken to shield courtroom participants from outside view.
Because judges are the official representatives of the judicial system, they have
often been the targets of violence. Attacks on judges also endanger those working
closest to them. A bullet−resistant barrier should be installed in every courtroom to
provide a place of increased protection in the event a weapon is displayed. The separation between spectator area and the participants’ area should be sufficient to prevent
spectators’ physical contact with attorneys, litigants and jurors and to ensure the privacy of conversations between attorneys and their clients. If a courtroom is used for
proceedings which frequently draw an audience of hostile or contentious individuals,
consideration should be given to erecting a physical barrier to the well area which permits spectators to hear and see the proceedings but not to have physical access to the
litigation well.

(4) A jury deliberation room should be located where the public cannot have contact with jurors as they move to and from the
courtroom and should be designed to ensure their safety and the
secrecy of their deliberations.
Comment: Because of the importance of their impartial deliberations, jurors must
be safeguarded from those who would seek to intimidate or engage in reprisals. The
secrecy of jury deliberations must be guaranteed. Each committee should consider
adopting policies on protecting jurors following a trial, juror parking and other matters affecting juror safety.
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(5) Any court facility used for court commissioner hearings
should be designed in a manner that incorporates the security principles set forth in sub. (3).
Comment: The extent to which court commissioners are used varies widely from
county to county. In a county where a court commissioner handles criminal and traffic, divorce, small claims or juvenile proceedings, the dangers present while doing
so are similar to those facing judges in their courtrooms. All too often, court commissioners are called upon to perform their roles in small, crowded rooms where they are
in close proximity to litigants, witnesses and spectators, as well as to attorneys and
judicial staff. The dangers must be recognized and reflected in the design of these
areas.
The design of court commissioner hearing rooms and office areas and the types
of security personnel and equipment needed should be considered by each committee, using the features of courtroom security for guidance and as a measurement in
assessing their adequacy.

(6) A secure room in close proximity to locations where criminal, family, juvenile or domestic violence proceedings are conducted should be provided for victim and child witnesses waiting
to appear in such proceedings. Child and adult victims and witnesses shall be separated from alleged juvenile or adult offenders,
their friends and family members.
Comment: This standard is a reflection of the statutory directives in
ss. 950.04(1v)(e), 938.2965, and 967.10(2), stats.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.07 Security: personnel. (1) COURTROOM. There
should be no fewer than two sworn officers in each courtroom and
each court commissioner hearing room when court is in session.
The judicial officer may expressly direct otherwise.
(2) PUBLIC ENTRANCE STAFFING. The public entrance should be
staffed by at least one sworn officer, armed with a triple retention
holster and access to law enforcement band radio and other qualified court security officers as necessary. At least one sworn officer
should be available to patrol the public areas and assist with public
entrance staffing as needed.
Comment: The presence of sworn officers serves as a deterrent to violent outbursts and provides the ability to respond to incidents that may arise. In this respect,
the open and obvious presence of uniformed officers is an example of basic court
security principles designed to deter those intent on harm, detect those who have
breached security and limit the damage caused by the breach. It is impossible to predict the type of case that might lead to a violent incident. Therefore, it is essential to
provide court security for all types of cases. The National Center for State Courts’
Steps to Best Practices for Court Building Security (2010) considers the presence of
sworn officers at the public entrance an extremely important area of security that provides a foundation for the implementation of additional security measures throughout
the court facility.

(3) Some counties utilize civilian court aides in addition to or
in place of sworn officers or court security officers. It is important
that all staff receive proper training in courtroom security techniques and policies developed by the committee.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.08 Security: equipment. (1) Each courtroom and
court commissioner hearing room should have a duress alarm system connected to an appropriate law enforcement office that will
provide the immediate response of an armed officer. The alarms
should also be located in judges’ chambers and staff areas, court
commissioner office areas and any location in the courthouse
where money is collected or stored or where there are other security risks. All alarms should be tested regularly.
(2) Each courtroom should be equipped with a telephone.
Comment: Duress alarm systems mounted in an easily accessible location in a
courtroom are a basic security device that should be installed in every courtroom. The
system should be connected to an office that provides constant monitoring during all
regular hours of courtroom use. The alarms should be able to summon immediately
armed law enforcement or court security staff to respond to the emergency prompting
the alarm. It is advisable that alarms be installed in other locations having the potential for violent incidents and other breaches of security. Telephones can also be used
in medical emergencies and will facilitate telephone testimony and attorney appearances. Each committee should consider the use of surveillance cameras in some or
all courtrooms or other areas of the courthouse. However, a camera cannot take the
place of a sworn officer in the courtroom. In considering whether to use cameras in
addition to security personnel, the committee should determine whether there is adequate staffing to have camera views monitored in real time, the need for additional
security officers to be nearby to respond to emergencies, and the advantage of having
a recording of courthouse disturbances for evidence purposes.
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(3) All officers providing security should be provided with
portable metal detection devices.
(4) All officers providing security should be equipped with law
enforcement communication equipment.
(5) Each building that houses a court facility should be
equipped with a public address system that permits all of its occupants to be given notices and instructions during an emergency.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.09 Court facilities: planning. (1) The committee
should immediately establish a design subcommittee for any contemplated reconstruction or significant remodeling of court facilities in the county. The committee shall consult with the chief
judge. The subcommittee should invite participation by persons
not on the committee, including the county public works director
or comparable official, the district court administrator; a member
of the county board and other persons the committee believes
would be of assistance to the specific project.
Comment: Having those most intimately affected by a planned project involved
from the earliest stages is the single most effective step in assuring that the project
will be both functional and cost−effective. The subcommittee should be created prior
to and should participate in the selection of an architect and other consultants and
should remain involved until the project’s completion. The subcommittee should
consult with the committee during the design phase. The creation of a design subcommittee is consistent with the underlying purposes of this chapter.

(2) Each county should develop a long−range plan for its court
facilities.
Comment: This type of plan usually can be developed through the efforts of
county staff and judges working cooperatively and without the necessity of expensive
outside consultants. Such a plan can reflect local conditions and practices and provide an on−going guide in considering the advisability, scope and other aspects of any
contemplated project. Long−term planning is a cost−saving approach to facilities
issues.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.10 Court facilities: courtrooms. (1) Each circuit
court judge should be provided with a separate courtroom.
Comment: While the assignment each day of a courtroom to a judge may in some
counties not require that the judge preside in the same location at all times, each judge
must have available to him or her a suitable courtroom in which to conduct judicial
business.

(2) The minimum ratio between jury and nonjury courtrooms
should be as follows:
Number of
judges in county
1−3
4−5
6−7
8
9−10
11−12
13
14−15
16−17
18
19−20
Over 20

Number of jury
courtrooms
All
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
60−65%

Comment: In counties with 4 or more judges, it may not be necessary that every
courtroom be designed to accommodate jury trials. However, in some larger counties, because of local practice and judicial rotation plans, each courtroom may need
to be a jury courtroom. The 60−65% ratio of jury courtrooms is derived from national
standards and experience as the minimum necessary if court business is to be conducted efficiently. In counties where this ratio is currently exceeded, this standard
is not intended to warrant the conversion of jury courtrooms to nonjury courtrooms.

(3) The size of a jury courtroom should be a minimum of 2,000
square feet, including the litigation well (back wall to the rail) of
at least two−thirds of the total square footage, and public seating
for at least 40 people at 24 inches per seat.
Comment: Based on expert, experienced, and professional recommendations,
including from architects experienced in courtroom design, jury courtrooms should
be at least 2,000 square feet in order to accommodate daily litigation, considering
evolving developments in technology and ADA requirements. There should also be
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at least one jury courtroom of approximately 2,300 square feet available in each
county to accommodate complex or multi−party litigation.

(4) Courtrooms should be designed to impress upon the public
and the litigants the fairness and dignity of the judicial system.
(5) Courtrooms should include all of the following in addition
to the specifications that are set forth in SCR 68.06:
(a) A bench for the judge, elevated at least 20 inches and having a spacious work surface, in a location that permits the judge
to enter and exit the courtroom through a private door.
(b) A well−lighted, ventilated and temperature controlled
environment, with controls accessible only to court staff.
(c) Microphones and acoustics that will eliminate noise from
outside the courtroom and permit all participants to hear one
another clearly.
(d) Access flooring and adequate electronic capacity to permit
installation or use of evolving technology for multi−media evidence display in the courtroom and communication with parties
and witnesses at remote locations. Computers will likely be in use
throughout the courtroom by the judge, clerk, court reporter, and
counsel and may include a printer for court documents and monitors in the jury box for jurors.
(e) One or more conference rooms at least 125 square feet in
size in close proximity to each courtroom.
(f) An elevated witness stand located where the judge, jurors,
attorneys and parties, and the court reporter can see and hear the
witness clearly.
(g) A clerk’s work place located immediately adjacent to the
judge’s bench to permit private communications and the transfer
of documents between the judge and the clerk.
(h) A court reporter’s work place located to provide an unobstructed view of all participants and to permit the reporter to
clearly hear all statements of the judge, attorneys and witnesses.
(i) In a jury courtroom, a jury box with permanent seating for
14 jurors to provide an unobstructed view of judge, witnesses, parties, attorneys and evidence displays and at sufficient distance to
prevent private conversations from being overheard and as far as
possible from public spectator areas.
(j) For a jury courtroom, an adjacent jury deliberation room at
least 400 square feet in size, exclusive of restrooms, with adjacent
private restrooms and located to minimize contact between jurors
and the public while jurors are in transit.
(k) An area for media personnel and equipment that will render media coverage of proceedings unobtrusive to court proceedings.
Comment: The judge’s bench is the focal point of the courtroom and its design
most directly conveys the dignity of the court. Elevation of the bench contributes to
that effect and affords the judge an unobstructed view of the courtroom. The bench
should be large enough to allow the judge to deal efficiently with numerous documents and books during the course of proceedings. Its location adjacent to a private
entrance into the courtroom contributes to the appearance of impartiality and
enhances security.
Temperature, sound and light levels should allow all participants to be comfortable and remain alert. The ability to hear clearly what is being said is of paramount
importance. Security and efficiency concerns require that only court staff have access
to temperature, lighting and microphone controls.
New technologies are being introduced into courtrooms and design accommodation should be made to permit their efficient and safe use. Increased use of videoconferencing with incarcerated persons may reduce costs and increase convenience, but
in designing and using this technology it is important to make arrangements for private telephonic communication between parties and their counsel if they are not at
the same location. This may require the addition of a dedicated phone line for this
purpose. See Subchapter III of Chapter 885 of the statutes, Use of Videoconferencing
in the Circuit Courts. Design subcommittees should also be mindful that traditional
or evolving methods of evidence display are located so as to insure that the judge, witnesses, jurors, attorneys, litigants and the public can clearly view it.
Conference rooms adjacent to each courtroom facilitate confidential conversations between attorneys and their clients and witnesses and negotiations between
attorneys. They also provide waiting areas for witnesses, including victims. The witness stand should enhance the ability of all to see and hear the witness but it should
not be as high as the judge’s bench or so close to the bench as to permit sidebar discussions between attorneys and the judge to be overhead. The size and design of the
space within the witness stand should take into account the need to accommodate
interpreters, child witnesses, and those with special needs.
The jury box needs only 14 seats but it should be designed to permit additional
temporary seats where more than 2 alternate jurors are used and accommodation
should be made within the box or immediately adjacent to it for temporary seating
during voir dire. Space within the jury box should be available to accommodate
wheelchairs.
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Jurors perform an honorable, essential role in our system of justice and it is critical
that they have a private, comfortable and functional environment in which to conduct
their deliberations. Round or oval tables in the deliberation room are recommended
to reflect the equality of all jurors. To insure privacy, bathrooms for jurors should be
separated from the jury deliberation room itself by a vestibule or hallway inaccessible
to the public.
Design requirements for federal courts note that the witness box should accommodate a witness and an interpreter. The jury box should have a clear line of sight
to the judge, attorneys, witnesses and evidence presentation displays. The maximum
allowable distance between a juror and a litigant sitting at a counsel table across the
courtroom well is 40 feet. Jurors should be separated by at least 6 feet from attorneys,
litigants and the public. The same design requirements suggest that the furniture and
equipment used by the court reporter should be movable so that it can be rearranged
to suit each court reporter and judge.
Under Supreme Court rule, cameras are permitted in most Wisconsin court proceedings. No uniform method of providing space for them is practical and design
subcommittees should be aware of the need to provide space for them in planning new
courtrooms and in the renovation of existing ones. Placement of the cameras shall
be at the discretion of the court and shall not obstruct public access or interfere with
security in the courtroom. Ideally, a separate media viewing room may be built adjacent to one or more courtrooms, with one−way windows for filming and photographing proceedings, at an angle that inhibits photographing of jurors, and with sound
transmitted from the courtroom.

(6) Courtrooms and court commissioner hearing rooms in
which juvenile or other confidential proceedings are conducted
should be located and designed to ensure the confidentiality of
those proceedings.
Comment: State law provides that juvenile and certain other cases are to be
closed to all but the persons participating in them. This confidentiality cannot be
achieved if persons waiting to appear in such a case are required to wait in hallways
or other areas where the nature of their business is displayed to the public.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.11 Court facilities: auxiliary areas. (1) An adequately−sized jury assembly area should be provided.
Comment: The area provided to prospective jurors for orientation and assembly
before being brought to an individual courtroom keeps them apart from the public and
litigants and reflects their important role in the justice system. Prospective jurors
should be provided a comfortable place to await being called, which at times is a considerable period. The jury assembly room may also be designed to serve other purposes.

(2) Each judge should have a private chambers at least 500
square feet in size, with a private restroom (50 sq. ft.), and located
directly adjacent to clerical support staff.
Comment: Because the court’s business is conducted there, the judge’s chambers
should lend dignity to the judicial office. At times, certain court proceedings may be
conducted in chambers, although this is to be discouraged where chambers are
located in restricted access sectors. The chambers should be large enough to accommodate multiple parties and attorneys, as well as the judge’s conferences with staff,
colleagues or committee groups. Chambers should provide an adequate and readily
accessible basic library, soundproofing and privacy.

(3) An area should be provided immediately adjacent to the
judge’s chambers for court staff such as court clerks, judicial
assistants, court reporters, law clerks, and a reception area.
Comment: Given the variations among the counties in staffing of courts, it is not
practicable to establish a uniform standard for the size and configuration of support
staff areas. Location of support staff adjacent to the judge’s chambers not only
enhances efficiency but also allows screening of persons seeking access to the judge.

(4) Every court facility housing a courtroom should have a
basic legal research library of sufficient size to be used by judges,
law clerks, attorneys and others.
Comment: An adequate legal research facility is critical to the proper functioning
of the court system. The space should be reasonably soundproof, well−lit and ventilated and should have room for expansion. In many counties, these facilities have
evolved to serve unrepresented litigants. At the same time that judges and lawyers
have gained access to research materials on−line, an increasing number of litigants
are representing themselves in court. A pro−se service center or law library may be
the setting in which resources are made available to pro−se litigants to enhance their
access to the courts.

(5) Offices and hearing rooms of court commissioners should
provide respect, privacy and function and be designed to impress
upon the public and the litigants the fairness and dignity of the
judicial system.
Comment: Court commissioners in Wisconsin perform a number of important
roles in the judicial system and are often called upon to make key preliminary orders
in a case at a time when emotions are particularly high. The importance of those roles
should be emphasized in the design, configuration and furnishings of the space in
which the court commissioners perform their duties. The setting in which persons
appear before a court commissioner should instill respect for the authority of the court
commissioner. Given the wide variations among counties across the state in the use
of part−time and full−time court commissioners and the functions they perform, a
uniform standard on size or features of court commissioner offices or hearing rooms
is not practicable. To the extent hearing rooms separate from the private office of the
court commissioner are used, they should be designed in accordance with the standards for courtrooms, with modifications to reflect the somewhat different nature of
the proceedings conducted by the court commissioner.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.
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SCR 68.12 Staffing. (1) Each branch of circuit court should
be staffed by one full−time judicial assistant.
Note: The provisions pertaining to staff in SCR 68.12 were not reviewed as part
of the repeal and recreation of SCR 70.38−70.39. S. Ct. Order 11−03, 2012 WI 25
(issued Mar. 15, 2012, eff. Mar. 15, 2012).
Comment: The trial court system faces ever increasing caseloads and cases of
ever increasing complexity. The judge today must take charge and aggressively manage his or her caseload. To do so the judge needs a full−time judicial assistant. This
staff position will permit each judge to devote more of his or her efforts to the primary
judicial task—presiding over and judging lawsuits.
The position of judicial assistant should be in the state service. It will perform
for the court the following work: type opinions, correspondence and decisions and
prepare reports, dispositions, memoranda, agendas, jury instructions, verdict forms,
orders and notices; assist with calendar management, including scheduling of court
hearings, trials, conferences, legal appointments, meetings and activities of the judge;
hold scheduling conferences; assist with file and record acquisitions; organize and
maintain judge’s files and records; post court calendar daily, update weekly calendar;
maintain judge’s law library; act as receptionist in answering telephone, handling visitors and processing mail; requisition office supplies; contact attorneys and parties
concerning court dates, appointments and cancellations; such other work as required
by the court. See s. 758.19 (h), stats. “The director of state courts shall establish a
description of the qualifications and duties of . . . a judicial assistant . . . .”
Judicial experience and expertise support the long−standing position of the Wisconsin Judicial Conference that this staff position is vital to a well−functioning court.
Where judicial assistants now exist as part the court staffing, caseloads are much
more current and the oldest cases are disposed of with priority consideration.
The citizens of this state have a right to communicate directly with each judge’s
office during normal work day hours and get immediate answers to their questions
and service on their requests without waiting for return calls from the judge, court
reporters, or court clerk who at the time of the call are working in the courtroom.
Scheduling of cases should take place throughout the day, not just when court is out
of session and the person in charge of the calendar has time to work on case scheduling. Also, judges must be protected from ex parte communications by having their
telephone calls screened by knowledgeable staff.
In some counties, court reporters are still required to do clerical tasks for judges.
The creation of this position statewide would relieve those court reporters of that
highly paid clerical duty and allow them to concentrate on their job — court reporting.

(2) Each branch of circuit court should be staffed by one full−
time law clerk.
Comment: A law clerk works with and for a judge doing specific legal research
of both immediate and future needs. The law clerk may report to the judge orally or
in writing. If in writing, the report may be in memorandum form or in the form of
a decision draft. This staff position should be in the state service and will permit each
judge to devote more of his or her effort to the primary judicial task — presiding over
and judging lawsuits. Judicial experience and expertise support the long−standing
position of the Wisconsin Supreme Court and the State Bar of Wisconsin that this
position is vital to a well−functioning court.
Clearly, a trial court with research assistance will produce higher quality legal
decisions. Higher quality decisions may decrease the number of appeals. One county
already has met the proposed standard and its court disposes of cases at a much higher
rate than other trial courts in the state.

(3) Each circuit judge should appoint a full−time court
reporter to serve in the branch to which the judge was elected or
appointed.
Comment: Current law provides for each circuit judge to appoint a court reporter
for his or her court or branch of court, s. 751.02, stats. Additionally, where “floating”
court reporter positions have been created and assigned to specific judicial administrative districts, the chief judge or district court administrator assigns the reporter to
fill in where needed because of illness, vacations, leaves of absence, or backlog problems.
Historically, the court reporter was the only staff directly responsible to the judge
and in many cases assumed a number of clerical and administrative duties for the
judge’s court. It is wasteful of an important court resource to have court reporters performing tasks other than stenographic recording and transcription. When a court
reporter’s services are not required by the appointing judge, the court reporter shall
be available to assist in other circuit court branches as assigned by the chief judge or
district court administrator.

(4) Each branch of circuit court should be staffed by one full−
time or part−time courtroom clerk.
Comment: In some counties the workload in the judge’s office may require the
position of courtroom clerk to be a full−time assignment to the court. In other counties the courtroom clerk may be needed only when the court is in session and may
return to the clerk’s office for other duties when court is not in session. In small counties this function may be performed by the clerk of the circuit court.

(5) Each branch of circuit court should be staffed by one full−
time or part−time court aide.
Comment: The position of court aide should not be confused with that of the court
security officer. The responsibility of the court aide is to attend to the needs of juries
and see that they are secure from contact with the parties, attorneys or witnesses and
free from influence from any source outside the courtroom. Generally, only one aide
should be required to assist and secure a jury. On occasion or when a jury is sequestered, additional aides will be needed to attend to a jury. The standard is consistent
with actual practice, as the courts in most counties currently have part−time court
aide.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.13 Director of state courts. (1) The director of state
courts shall maintain a list of all projects of construction and significant remodeling of court facilities in the state. Judges in a

Wisconsin Supreme Court Rules updated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Current through all Supreme Court Orders filed
prior to January 17, 2019. Report errors at 608.504.5801 or lrb.legal@legis.wisconsin.gov.
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Updated through January 17, 2019.
SCR 68.13

SECURITY, FACILITIES, STAFFING

county where a project is undertaken shall notify the director of
state courts of the project.
(2) The director of state courts shall maintain court security
training resources for use by counties statewide.
(3) The director of state courts shall maintain a resource
library of court security and facilities literature, which shall be
available to committees, design subcommittees, judges and others. The director of state courts may distribute to interested persons materials of statewide interest related to court facilities and
security.
(4) The director of state courts shall maintain a list of committees and their membership.
(5) The director of state courts shall develop and maintain a
secure online community or list serve where security and facilities
committee members can discuss pressing issues, trends, and benefit from each other’s expertise. This forum may also serve as a
resource for those jurisdictions that are preparing to remodel or
build a new courthouse.
(6) The director or state courts shall develop resources to facilitate committees reporting incidents occurring in court facilities,
threats to judicial officers, staff and families, and remodeling,
construction and relocating court facilities to the director’s office
and PPAC as required in SCR 68.05 (4) (a).
Comment: Court security and facilities planning, study and implementation
activities are being undertaken by a number of national organizations and state court
systems. Wisconsin can benefit from written materials generated through these activities and by assessing their applicability and utility to its court system. Additionally,
local activities in Wisconsin may generate information that can be used in other counties. General distribution of particularly valuable reports not only will provide useful,

Updated 15−16 Wis. Stats.

6

substantive information but also will promote a proper sense of awareness and sensitivity to security concerns, which are critical to the proactive nature of the security
efforts these standards are intended to achieve.
The court facility standards that a number of states have developed are in much
greater detail than these standards and may be of assistance to county design subcommittees in general and in regard to specific design issues of a contemplated project.
Having such materials available in a centralized location offers the opportunity for
cost savings to counties and enhances the likelihood that projects will employ the
most functional techniques available. Among the kinds of materials available are
technical specifications for lighting, sound, HVAC and equipment used in court facilities. To the extent one county is contemplating a project similar to one that has been
done in another county, the ability to contact that other county about its design and
experiences offers a significant opportunity to enhance the quality and cost−effectiveness of the contemplated project.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.

SCR 68.14 Review of standards; report. (1) The planning
and policy advisory committee under SCR 70.14 shall review the
security and court facilities standards under SCR 68.06 to
SCR 68.11 annually, develop a judicial threat and incident reporting process, solicit reaction from county officials and others who
have engaged in a construction or remodeling project within the
preceding year and report to the supreme court its recommendations for modification of the standards.
(2) The planning and policy advisory committee shall submit
an annual report to the Director of State Courts on security threats
and incidents and on courthouse construction, remodeling and
security innovations.
Comment: Ongoing review is an effective planning device to assess the adequacy
of the standards in light of actual practice. It is also consistent with the long−term
mission of the planning and policy advisory committee and the need for a proactive
security and facilities effort in Wisconsin.
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 11−03, 2012 WI 25, 339 Wis. 2d xvii.
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1

2
3

RESOLUTION 2019 - _ _ __
RESOLUTION TO REALLOCATE FUNDS FROM THE 2019 CONTINGENCY BUDGET TO THE 2019 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET - FEASIBILITY STUDY OF IMPACTS OF ADDITIONAL CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE

4

WHEREAS, the Director of State Courts of the Wisconsin Supreme Court has previously informed

5

the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors of the need for an additional circuit court judge in Sawyer County;

6

WHEREAS, the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors did approve, by resolution dated September

7

2017, requesting a second circuit court judge along with support for both facility and personnel

8

requirements;

9

WHEREAS, the Director of the State Courts has indicated to the Chief Judge of the Tenth Judicial

10

District that it is anticipated that in the next few weeks a bill will be introduced in the State Legislature to

11

allocate additional judgeships, including adding a second circuit court judge in Sawyer County;

12

WHEREAS, the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors deems it necessary to conduct a preliminary

13

feasibility study to identify the scope and financial impact of the facility needs of a second circuit court

14

judge being added in Sawyer County;

15
16

WHEREAS, by conducting this feasibility study, Sawyer County is showing its commitment to the

process by moving forward with addressing the facility needs; and

17

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Committee recommends the County allocate funds in the County

18

budget for this preliminary feasibility study to identify the scope and financial impact of the facility needs.

19

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors approves reallocating

20

up to $)6"'.bCO

21

for preliminary feasibility study facility needs.

from the 2019 Contingency budget to the 2019 Capital Improvement Department budget

22

FISCAL IMPACT: None - Transfer From Contingency

23

Recommended for adoption by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors at its meeting on February 21,

24

2019, by the Sawyer .County Finance Committee on this 14th day of February, 2019.

25
26
27

Bruce Paulsen, Chairman

~4

Ron Kinsley, Vice Chair

28
29
30

Bill Voight, Member

31
32

33
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT
SAWYER COUNTY 911 EMERGENCY SYSTEM
WHEREAS, Sawyer County and the municipalities located within the boundaries of Sawyer
County have implemented an Emergency 911 System for the purposes of providing emergency
services to residences and visitors of these municipalities, including fire fighting, law enforcement,
ambulance, medical and other emergency services; and
WHEREAS, Sec. 256.35(9), Wis. Stats., "Joint Powers Agreement," requires that in implementing
a 911 system which has been done in Sawyer County, municipalities shall annually enter into Joint
Powers Agreement, which Agreement shall be applicable on a daily basis and which shall provide
that if an emergency services vehicle is dispatched in response to a request through the Sawyer
County 911 System, such vehicle shall render its services to the persons needing the services,
regardless of whether the vehicle is operating outside the vehicle's normal jurisdictional boundaries.
THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, agreements, and conditions contained
herein, it is hereby jointly agreed between Sawyer County and the City of Hayward, "municipality,"
as follows:
1.

That effective January 1, 2019, this agreement shall, thereafter, be applicable on a daily
basis from said date through December 31, 2019.

2.

That if an emergency services vehicle operated by the municipality, or operated by an
agency with which the municipality contracts for that particular emergency service, is
dispatched in response to a request through the Sawyer County 911 System, such vehicle
(whether owned and operated by the municipality or by the agency) shall render its
services to the persons needing the services, regardless of whether the vehicle is
operating outside the vehicle's normal jurisdictional (or as defined by contract)
boundaries.

3.

That a copy of this agreement shall be filed with the State Department of Justice, as
required by Sec. 256.35(9)(c) Wis. Stats.
SAWYER COUNTY (dispatching agency)
By:

(County Clerk)
Date:

City of Hayward (participating agency)
By:

(President/Chairperson/Mayor)
Date:
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ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE S. _____________ ENTITLED “PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN
ENERGY FINANCING” OF THE GENERAL CODE OF SAWYER COUNTY, WISCONSIN
The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Sawyer does ordain as follows:
Section 1.

Section ______________ is created to read:

[Section No.]

PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY FINANCING.

(1)
PURPOSE. The County finds that renovations or additions to premises located in the
County made to improve energy efficiency, improve water efficiency, and/or use renewable
resource applications, increase property values, stimulate local economic activity, provide local and
global environmental benefits, and promote the general welfare of County residents. The purpose
of this Section is to facilitate loans arranged by property owners or lessees to make such
improvements by treating loan principal and interest, fees, and other charges as special charges
eligible for inclusion on the tax roll for these properties.
(2)
STATUTORY AUTHORITY. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627,
as amended, which authorizes a County to make a loan or enter into an agreement regarding loan
repayments to a 3rd party for owner-arranged or lessee-arranged financing, to an owner or a lessee
of a premises located in the County for making or installing an energy efficiency improvement, a
water efficiency improvement or a renewable resource application to a premises.
(3)

DEFINITIONS. In this section:

(a)
“Annual installment” means the portion of the PACE loan that is due and
payable for a particular year under the supplemental agreement.
(b)
“Borrower” means the property owner or lessee of the subject property that
borrows the proceeds of a PACE loan.
(c)
“Default loan balance” means the outstanding balance, whether or not due,
of a PACE loan at the time that the County receives foreclosure proceeds.
(d)
“Foreclosure proceeds” means the proceeds received by the County from the
disposition of a subject property through an in rem property tax foreclosure.
(e)
“Loan amount” means the principal, interest, administrative fees (including
the Program Administrator’s fees) and other loan charges to be paid by the borrower under the
PACE loan.
(f)
“PACE” means the acronym for property assessed clean energy.
(g)

“PACE default provisions” means:

1.
The delinquent annual installment(s) due when the County initiates the
in rem property tax foreclosure on the subject property;
2.
Any additional annual installment(s) that become due between the
time that the County initiates in rem property tax foreclosure on the subject property and the date
the County receives the foreclosure proceeds;
3.
Any default interest charges applied to unpaid annual installments
referenced in subs. (1.) and (2.) above, as provided in the supplemental agreement; and
4.

Any default loan balance.
1
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(h)
“PACE lender” means any person that makes a PACE loan, and which may
include an affiliate of the borrower.
(i)
“PACE loan” means a loan made by a PACE lender to a borrower under this
Section for energy efficiency improvements, water efficiency improvements, or renewable resource
applications made to or installed on a subject property.
(j)
“Person” means any individual, association, firm, corporation, partnership,
limited liability company, trust, joint venture or other legal entity, or a political subdivision as
defined in Wis. Stat. § 66.0627.
(k)
“Program Administrator” means the person retained by the Wisconsin PACE
Commission as provided in subsection (5)(b).
(l)
“Subject property” means any premises located in the County on which an
energy efficiency improvements, water efficiency improvements, or renewable resource
applications are being or have been made and financed through an outstanding PACE loan.
(m)
“Supplemental agreement” means a written agreement among a borrower, a
PACE lender and the County, as provided for in subsection (7).
(n)
“Wisconsin PACE Commission” means the Wisconsin PACE Commission
formed under Wis. Stat. § 66.0301, as amended, by the County and one or more other political
subdivisions as defined in Wis. Stat. § 66.0627, pursuant to a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement
relating to the Wisconsin PACE Commission.
(4)
PACE LOANS AS SPECIAL CHARGES; DELINQUENT AMOUNTS AS LIENS. Any PACE
loan made and secured pursuant to this Section shall be considered a special charge on the subject
property. Any annual installment or portion of a PACE loan made and secured pursuant to the
Section that becomes delinquent according to the terms of the PACE loan shall be a lien against the
subject property and placed on the tax roll, as permitted pursuant to Wis. Stat. §66.0627 as
amended.
(5)

WISCONSIN PACE COMMISSION.

(a)
Any of the powers and duties of the County under this Section, except for
those under subsection (9) may (but are not required to) be delegated to the Wisconsin PACE
Commission.
(b)
The Wisconsin PACE Commission is further authorized to retain a Program
Administrator to act as its agent and administer the PACE program, subject to adherence with PACE
program requirements set forth in this Section and in Wis. Stat. § 66.0627 as amended.
(6)

LOAN APPROVAL.

(a)
A prospective borrower applying for a PACE loan shall comply with the loan
application process set forth in the program manual approved by the County.
(b)
and PACE lender.
(7)

The County shall approve the financing arrangements between a borrower

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT.

(a)
The County, the borrower and the PACE lender shall execute the supplemental
agreement which, without limitation:
2
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1.
Shall inform the participants that the PACE loan amount shall be
imposed as and considered a special charge, and each year’s annual installment may be included
on the property tax roll of the subject property as a special charge and an annual installment that
is delinquent shall be a lien against the subject property pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627, as
amended;
2.

Shall recite the amount and the term of the PACE loan;

3.
Shall provide for the amount, or a method for determining the amount,
of the annual installment due each year;
4.

Shall provide whether default interest may be applied to unpaid annual

installments;
5.
Shall require the PACE lender and the borrower to comply with all
federal, state and local lending and disclosure requirements;
6.

Shall provide for any fees payable to the County and/or Program

7.

Shall recite that the supplemental agreement is a covenant that runs

Administrator;
with the land;
8.
May provide for prepayments of annual installments by the borrower
with a resulting reduction in the special charge for the prepayment, subject to any prepayment
premium charged by the PACE lender, if any; and
9.

May allow for amendment by the parties.

(b)
Prior to executing the supplemental agreement, the owner of the subject
property, if different from the borrower, and any existing mortgage holder(s) on the subject
property must have executed a separate writing acknowledging the borrower’s use of PACE
financing for the subject property and the special charge that will be imposed under this Section
and its consequences, including the remedies for collecting the special charge.
(c)
Each PACE loan shall be amortized over the term of the PACE loan as provided
in the supplemental agreement.
(d)
The annual payments of a PACE loan may be payable in installments as
authorized by Wis. Stat. § 66.0627, as amended.
(8)
ANNUAL INSTALLMENTS ADDED TO TAX ROLLS. Upon the request of the Program
Administrator the County shall place each year’s annual installment on the tax roll for the subject
property as permitted pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627, as amended.
(9)
REMITTANCE OF SPECIAL CHARGES. The County shall promptly remit to the
Wisconsin PACE Commission any payment(s) for a special charge imposed under this Section,
including penalties and charges thereon, it may receive from any taxing district or the County
treasurer pursuant to Wis. Stat. Ch. 74, as amended.
(10)

PROPERTY TAX FORECLOSURE PROCEDURES.

(a)
The County elects to utilize the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 75.521, as amended,
for the purpose of enforcing tax liens if a subject property owner fails to pay any special charges
imposed on the subject property under this Section as required.
(b)

The County shall begin an in rem property tax foreclosure proceeding on the
3
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subject property at the earliest time allowed under Wisconsin Statutes, unless the County
determines that subject property is a “brownfield” (as defined is Wis. Stat. § 75.106, as amended)
or that in rem property tax foreclosure is not in the best interests of the County due to the condition
of the property or for other reasons.
(c)
If the County has determined that it will not commence an in rem property
tax foreclosure proceeding, then the PACE lender may request that the County, pursuant to Wis.
Stat. § 75.106, as amended, assign the County’s right to take judgment against the subject
property, provided that the PACE lender and the County fully comply with all provisions of Wis.
Stat. § 75.106, as amended, concerning the subject property and the PACE lender agrees to pay
the amounts required by Wis. Stat. § 75.36(3)(a)1 and 1m, as amended.
(11) SALE OF FORECLOSED PROPERTY. If the County prevails in an in rem property tax
foreclosure action against a subject property, the County shall diligently proceed to sell the subject
property pursuant to the procedures set forth in Wis. Stat. § 75.69, as amended.
(12) DISTRIBUTION OF FORECLOSURE PROCEEDS. The County treasurer shall follow the
procedures set forth in Wis. Stat. § 75.36, as amended, to distribute the proceeds from the sale of
a subject property.
Section 2.
law.

This Ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as required by
SAWYER COUNTY
[SIGNATURE BLOCK]

PASSED:
PUBLISHED:

4
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1

RESOLUTION 2019- ______

2

TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF SAWYER COUNTY, WISCONSIN

3

MEMBERS,

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0301, two or more municipalities of the State of
Wisconsin, may by contract create a commission for the joint exercise of any power or duty required
or authorized by law; and
WHEREAS, Sawyer County is a “municipality” as that term is defined in Wis. Stat. § 66.0301
and a political subdivision located in the State; and
WHEREAS, Sawyer County is empowered by law to promote economic, cultural and
community development, including, without limitation, the promotion of opportunities for the
creation or retention of employment, the stimulation of economic activity, the increase of the tax base,
and the promotion of opportunities for education, cultural improvement and public health, safety and
general welfare, which may be accomplished by various means; and
WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. § 66.0627(8) authorizes a city, a village, a town and a county in this
State to, among other things, make a loan to or otherwise arrange, participate in or facilitate the
financing of an energy improvement, a water efficiency improvement or a renewable resource
application to a real property within its jurisdiction and to provide for such financing through the
imposition of a special charge against the property benefitted by the energy or water efficiency
improvement or renewable resource project; and
WHEREAS, such financings are commonly referred to as “Property Assessed Clean Energy”
or “PACE” financings; and
WHEREAS, Sawyer County has determined that it is in the public interest to provide real
property owners, lessees, lenders and other transaction parties in Sawyer County with access to a
uniformly-administered program for PACE financing; and
WHEREAS, Sawyer County and other counties, with the support and counsel of the
Wisconsin Counties Association, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, Green Tier Legacy
Communities and other stakeholders, have studied the possibility of creating a commission pursuant
to Wis. Stat. § 66.0301 to be known as the Wisconsin PACE Commission (“Commission”); and
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin PACE Commission would be formed and operated in accordance
with a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Relating to Wisconsin PACE Commission (“Commission
Agreement”) of which a substantially final draft is attached to this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, it is in Sawyer County’s best interests to join the Wisconsin PACE Commission
and authorize the execution of the Commission Agreement; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with Wis. Stat. § 66.0627 and the provisions of the Commission
Agreement, Sawyer County must adopt an Ordinance relating to the administration of PACE
financings in Sawyer County and throughout the State (“PACE Ordinance”); and
WHEREAS, attached to this Resolution is proposed Ordinance No. ______________, which
will be considered at the same meeting at which this Resolution is being considered (“PACE
Ordinance”); and
WHEREAS, adoption of the PACE Ordinance is a necessary condition to Sawyer County
entering into the Commission Agreement; and
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WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Resolution to authorize Sawyer County to become a
member of the Commission and authorize a duly-appointed representative of Sawyer County to
finalize and execute the final Commission Agreement in substantially the form of the draft
Commission Agreement attached to this Resolution;
SO, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors hereby approves the draft Commission
Agreement, a copy of which is attached to this Resolution, and authorizes and directs the Sawyer
County Board Chair to sign such document after receipt of preliminary approval from the other
participating municipalities, approval from the Sawyer County official duly-appointed to approve the
final form of the Commission Agreement and approval of the Sawyer County Corporation Counsel;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Chair of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors is hereby directed to appoint a
board supervisor to act as Sawyer County’s official representative in relation to the final approval of
the form of the Commission Agreement and to otherwise take all action necessary to effectuate the
intent of this Resolution; and
AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED:
That ________________________________ is designated as the _________________
County “Representative Director” of the Board of Directors of the Commission in accordance with
the Commission Agreement, he or she to serve at the pleasure of the Sawyer County Board of
Supervisors
Recommended for adoption by the Sawyer County Finance Committee
this 21st day of February, 2019 .
\
______________________________
Bruce Paulsen, Chair

_____________________________
Ron Kinsley, Vice Chair

______________________________
Brian Bisonette, Member

_____________________________
Bill Voight, Member

______________________________
Troy Morgan, Member

2
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PAC
PACE

WISCONSIN

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)
PACE Wisconsin Overview
Jon Hochkammer, Outreach Manager
Wisconsin Counties Association
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PAC£,
PACE

WISCONSIN

Assists local businesses with financing
•

Renewable energy

•

Energy efficiency

•

Water conservation
ENERGY SAVINGS

10

15

20

Loan payments covered by utility bill savings.
Enabled by State of Wisconsin Legislation (Section 66.0627)
Financing is secured by a special charge
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PACI!.\,
PACE

WISCONSlt-1

•

Office, Industrial, Multifamily and Retail

•

Hospitality

•

Manufacturing & Industrial

•

Institutional & Not-for-Profit Facilities

•

Agriculture

* Property located in member county
* Does NOT work for residential (1-4 units)
and government owned properties
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PAC~
PACE

WISCONSIN
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•

Efficient Lighting Systems

•

Building Envelope Improvements

•

Efficient Furnaces, Boilers & Chillers

•

Heat Pumps (Air & Ground Source)

•

Pumps, Motors & Variable Speed Drives

•

Automated HVAC Controls

•

Building Management Systems

•

Fuel Switching

•

Combustion and Burner Upgrades

•

Water Conservation

•

Efficient Hot Water Heating Systems

•

Heat Recovery and Steam Traps

•

Renewable Energy Systems

•. - .

-
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PACd\,
PACE

WISCONSIN

•

Finance up to 100% of hard+ soft costs
•

Frees up equity for other priorities

•

Fixed rate, non recourse financing

•

Long-term: 20 - 30 years
•

Yields positive cash flow

•

Increase Net Operating Income

•

Boost Property Value

•

Tenants share cost & savings

•

Transfers to new owner upon sale
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PAC~
PACE

WISCONSIN

Stimulate - Job creation and economic
activity
Revitalize - Building stock and improve
property values
Profitable - Lowers cost of doing
business and boost bottom line of local
enterprises
Sustain - Achieve sustainability goals
Participate - 100% voluntary, only
building owners that opt in pay for the
special charge.
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No Cost - PACE requires no credit exposure or general obligation
funds from Member Counties.

g

Statewide Approach - uniform program, applied consistently,
helps promote scalability by simplifying participation for
stakeholders.
Single Point of Access- The 3rd party program administrator
serves as the go-to contact for stakeholders who need program
assistance. The administrator also ensures that projects comply
with program requirements and services special charge
repayment.
Open Market - qualified private lenders provide property owners
competitive rates and financing terms. Any contractor or project
developer can work on a qualified project.
'

Lender Consent - any existing mortgage lender(s) are required to
provide consent to any PACE Loan.
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Total Project Costs Funded

$8,015,382

Hotel Indigo

Uniroyal

Project Cost: $1,500,000
PACE Financing: $1,500,000
Annual Savings: $89,832
Lifetime Savings: $1.9 million
Improvements: HVAC, Windows,
Building Shell, Lighting

Project Cost: $536,713
PACE Financing: $355,713
Annual Savings: $70,698
Lifetime Savings: $989,777
Improvements: Roof and Lighting

Hotel Retlaw

Velocity

Project Cost: $2,373,798
PACE Financing: $2,373,798
Annual Savings: $289,011
Lifetime Savings: $6,256,006
Improvements: HVAC, Lighting,
Windows

Project Cost: $235,129
PACE Financing: $232,996
Annual Savings: $5,206
Lifetime Savings: $104,123
Improvements: HVAC System, Windows,
Lighting

Waterloo
Technology Center

H & H Energy

Total Lifetime Savings

$14,549, 782

Project Cost: $203,875
PACE Financing: $203,875
Annual Savings: $$9,910
Lifetime Savings: $208,110
Improvements: Roof Upgrades, Solar PV,
Rooftop Heating and Cooling Units

Project Cost: $249,000
PACE Financing: $249,000
Annual Savings: $47,294
Lifetime Savings : $898,589
Improvements: HVAC and Lighting

Madison Rimrock
Lodging Investors, LLC

~-

PACE Financing: $1,500,000

-ffi"i"'i=t'i"';sl;+J=FT'!'sµfn"Ffn m

Annual Savings: $90,840
Lifetime Savings: $1,816,797
Improvements: LED Lighting, HVAC, Roof
and Wall Insulation, Windows, Low-flow
Fixtures, Packaged Air Terminal Ai r
Conditioner, Hot Water Systems

Brookfield Square Lodging
Investors, LLC
PACE Financing: $1,600,000
Annual Savings: $94,168
Lifetime Savings: $2,083,338
Improvements: LED Lighting, HVAC, Roof
and Wall Insulation, Windows, Low-flow
Fixtures, Packaged Air Terminal Air
Conditioner, Hot Water Systems
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•

Member County is not required to contribute
any Capital or Operating Budget to participate.

•

Third Party Program Administrator manages the
PACE program, ensures project compliance and
administers the Special Charge repayment.

•

All PACE loans and Special Charges would
require the consent of the existing mortgage
holder(s), who may pay off delinquent special
charges consistent with other tax delinquencies.

•

Member County is not required to settle or
reimburse PACE Special Charges to PACE
Lenders.

•

Collection and enforcement of delinquent
special charges would occur pursuant to the
County's pre-existing procedures.
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WECC&EFS

Wisconsin Counties Association

Jason Stringer

Jon Hochkammer

608. 729.6854

866.404.2700

jstringer@weccusa.org

hochkammer@wicounties.org

von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
Andy Phillips

Andy Guzikowski

414.287.1570

414.287.1438

a phi 11 ips@von briesen .com

aguzikow@von briesen .com
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Hotel Indigo
The Hotel Indigo project helped with the revitalization
of the former Mautz Paint facility, a 102-year-old
historic structure located in Madison, Wisconsin. The
redevelopment of this will provide jobs to the
community and increase surrounding property values.

-

Location:

Madison

Property Type:

Hospitality

PACE Financing:

$1,500,000

Total Cost:

$33 million

Estimated Annual Savings: $89,832
Total Estimated Savings

$1.9 million

Improvements:

HVAC, Windows, Building
Shell, Lighting

11~1

GREENWORKS
LENDING
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Hotel Retlaw
The historic Hotel Retlaw in downtown Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin, is an example of how PACE helped to
invigorate a former cornerstone of the community.
PACE funding was used as a key economic
development tool.
-

Location:

Fond du Lac

Property Type:

Hospitality

PACE Financing:

$2,373,798

Project Cost:

$26 million

Estimated Annual Savings: $289,011
Lifetime Savings:

$6,256,523

Improvements:

HVAC, Lighting, Windows

Jh ~~~~9.~!!Y
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Waterloo Technology Center
The improvements to the office building
helped the Waterloo Technology Center
businesses make a positive impact on their

..

bottom line .
Location:

Waterloo

Property Type:

Office

PACE Financing:

$249,000

Total Project Cost:

$284,800

Estimated Annual Savings:

$47,294

Lifetime Savings:

$898,589

Improvements:

HVAC and Lighting

McFarland »
~
ank
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._

Uniroyal

UNIROYAL GLOBAL
c,Gt,CER!:O pqotJUCTS

Uniroyal, a manufacturer based in
Stoughton, Wisconsin, is utilizing $355,000
of PACE financing to fund installation of a
new roof and energy-efficient lighting.

-

Location:

Stoughton

Property Type

Manufacturing

PACE Financing:

$355,000

Total Project Cost:

$536,713

Estimated Annual Savings: $70,698
Lifetime Savings:

$989,777

Improvements:

Roof and Lighting

McFarland '*
~
ank
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Velocity
A mixed-use, 24-unit apartment building across
from the bike trail in Verona. The project includes
six two-bedroom units on the ground floor, 18 loft
apartments, bike parking, below-grade parking,
and a 4,600 square foot restaurant.

-

Location:

Verona, WI

Property Type:

Residential /Commercial

PACE Financing:

$232,996

Total Project Cost:

$7 million

Estimated Annual Savings : $5,206
Lifetime Savings:

$104,123

Improvements:

HVAC System, Windows,
Lighting

.I, ~~~.!:~,!!Y
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818 Post Road

These improvements include building envelope upgrades and installing a 57 kW solar PV system
to offset a majority of the building's electric use. The system is estimated to produce 70,400 kWh
of electricity or about $9,910 in year 1 energy and operational cost savings.
-

Location:

Madison, WI

Property Type:

Warehouse and Office

PACE Financing:

$203,875

Total Project Cost

$240,000

Estimated Annual Savings: $9,910
Lifetime Savings:

$208,110

Improvements:

Roof upgrades, Solar PV
System, Rooftop Heating
and Cooling Units

1'~1
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PACE presentation to WGFOA November 30, 2017
I

vonBriesen
von Briesen & Roper, s.c. I Attorneys at Law

Financing Economic Development Developer Incentives & PACE
Wisconsin Government Finance Officers
Association
2017 WGFOA Winter Conference
Middleton, Wisconsin
November 30, 2017

Presented By:

von Briesen
von Briesen & Roper, s.c. I Attorneys at Law

Attorney Andrew T. Phillips
Attorney Andrew J. Guzikowski
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
411 East Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 1000
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
aphillips@vonbriesen.com
(414) 287- 1570 (Mr. Phillips' direct line)
aguzikow@vonbriesen.com
(414) 287-1438 (Mr. Guzikowski's direct line)
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WHAT IS PACE?
•

"PACE" stands for "Property Assessed Clean Energy."

•

Pace is an alternative way for property owners to finance energy improvements through
"special charges" imposed by the municipality in which the property is located.

•

Wisconsin Statute Section 66.0627 specifically authorizes PACE financing.

•

Special charges are analogous to special assessments with several key differences.

•

Only a City, Town, Village or County can impose a special charge under the PACE
statute.

1
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THE WISCONSIN PACE STATUTE
66.0627

Special charges for current services and energy and water efficiency improvement loans.

(1) In this section:

(a) "Energy efficiency improvement" means an improvement to a residential, commercial, or
industrial premises that reduces the usage of energy, or increases the efficiency of energy usage, at the premises.
(b) "Political subdivision" means a city, village, town, or county.
(c) [OMITTED]

(d) "Water efficiency improvement" means an improvement to a residential, commercial, or
industrial premises that reduces the usage of water, or increases the efficiency of water usage, at the premises.
(2) -(3) [OMITTED]

(4) A special charge is not payable in installments. If a special charge is not paid within the time
determined by the governing body, the special charge is delinquent. A delinquent special charge becomes a lien on
the property against which it is imposed as of the date of delinquency. The delinquent special charge shall be
included in the current or next tax roll for collection and settlement under ch. 74.
(5) - (7) [OMITTED]
(8)
(a) A political subdivision may make a loan, or enter into an agreement regarding loan
repayments to a 3rd party for owner-arranged or lessee-arranged financing, to an owner or lessee of a premises
located in the political subdivision for making or installing an energy efficiency improvement, a water efficiency
improvement, or a renewable resource application to the premises. If a political subdivision makes a loan or enters
into an agreement under this paragraph, the political subdivision may collect the loan repayment as a special
charge under this section. Notwithstanding sub. (4), a special charge imposed under this paragraph may be
collected in installments and may be included in the current or next tax roll for collection and settlement under ch.
74 even if the special charge is not delinquent.
(b) A political subdivision that imposes a special charge under par. (a) may permit special charge
installments to be collected by a 3rd party that has provided financing for the improvement or application and
may require that the 3rd party inform the political subdivision if a special charge installment is delinquent.
(c) An installment payment authorized under par. (a) that is delinquent becomes a lien on the property that
benefits from the improvement or application as of the date of delinquency. A lien under this paragraph bas the
same priority as a special assessment lien.
(d) A political subdivision that, under par. (a), makes a loan to, or enters an agreement with, an owner for
making or installing an improvement or application that costs $250,000 or more shall require the owner to obtain
a written guarantee from the contractor or project engineer that the improvement or application will achieve a
savings-to-investment ratio of greater than 1.0 and that the contractor or engineer will annually pay the owner
any shortfall in savings below this level. The political subdivision may determine the method by which a guarantee
under this paragraph is enforced.
(e) If the making or installing of an improvement or application under par. (a) costs less than $250,000, the
political subdivision may require a 3rd-party technical review of the projected savings of the improvement or
application as a condition of making a loan or entering into an agreement under par. (a).

2
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BASIC PACE STRUCTURE (THIRD-PARTY FINANCING)

MUNICIPALITY

Loan
Payments
Special Charge
Installments

"Supplemental
Loan
Agreement"

OWNER

LOAN AGREEMENT

LENDER

3
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BENEFITS OF PACE FINANCING
•

•

•

Communities:
o

Stimulate job creation and economic activity.

o

Revitalize building stock and improve property values.

o

Lowers cost of doing business and boosts bottom line oflocal enterprises.

o

Helps achieve sustainability goals.

o

100% voluntary; only building owners that opt in pay for the special charge.

Property Owners:
o

100% financing for qualifying project.

o

Long repayment periods: up to 30 years.

o

Positive cash flow.

o

Increase property value.

o

Non-recourse financing (no personal guarantees).

o

Transfers to new owner upon sale.

o

Tenants share cost & savings.

o

Energy savings performance guarantees.

Lenders:
o

Loan is secured by lien with priority over mortgages and most other liens.

o

Obligation runs with the property so the Lender is certain to ultimately get paid
according to terms.

o

Positive effect on the Borrower's balance sheet and cash flow.

4
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PACE WISCONSIN INITIATIVE
•

What is PACE Wisconsin?
o

•

•

•

Joint powers commission under Wisconsin Statutes Section 66.0301 .

Why PACE-Wisconsin?
o

Statewide uniformity benefits lenders, property owners.

o

Limits government cost/involvement.

o

Attracts out-of-state financing.

o

Modeled on successful programs.

Why Counties?
o

Simplifies collection, delinquency and foreclosure process.

o

Administrative burden - 72 counties vs. 1,800+ municipalities.

Why only commercial?
o

Secondary market uncertainty.

o

Much greater number of much smaller transactions.

o

Less-sophisticated participants.

o Climate prohibitive.

5
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PACE-WISCONSIN MEMBERSHIP

lluffllo

'nellllfl UIUCI Jacai1

•

24 counties are participating members of PACE Wisconsin as of November 15, 2017
Ashland
Bayfield
Brown
Chippewa
Dane
Door

La Crosse
Manitowoc
Marathon
Ozaukee
Portage
Racine

Douglas
Dunn
Eau Claire
Fond du Lac
Iowa
Jefferson

La Crosse
Manitowoc
Marathon
Ozaukee
Portage
Racine

•

These 24 counties account for just over half the State's population.

•

Several other Counties currently have a PACE ordinance under consideration.
6
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P A C E C OMMISSION FEATURES
•

No Financial Commitment or Risk - PACE requires no credit exposure or general
obligation funds from Member Counties.

•

Statewide Approach - uniform program, applied consistently, helps promote scalability
by simplifying participation for stakeholders.

•

Single Point of Access - The 3rd party program administrator serves as the go-to contact
for stakeholders who need program assistance. The administrator also ensures that
projects comply with program requirements and administers the Special Charge
repayment.

•

Open Market - qualified private lenders provide property owners competitive rates and
financing terms. Any contractor or project developer can work on a qualified project.

•

Lender Consent- all PACE loans and Special Charges would require the consent of the
existing mortgage holder(s), who may pay off delinquent special charges consistent with
other tax delinquencies.

•

No Settlement by County - member Counties are not required to settle or reimburse
PACE Special Charges to PACE Lenders.

•

Delinquencies - collection and enforcement of delinquent special charges would occur
pursuant to the County's existing procedures.

7

Page 62 of 89

von Briesen

PACE presentation to WGFOA November 30, 2017

\"on Bri esen & Rope r , s.c . I Attorneys at Law

PACE WISCONSIN ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
•

•

Ordinance is required by Statute
o

Implement on a municipality-level.

o

Each Member County must adopt an Ordinance.

o

Uniform/Model Ordinance.

Joint Powers Agreement
o

Express delegation of authority to levy PACE Special Charges within Member
County.

o

Provides for board/governance structure.

o

Permits subcontracting of administration.

o

Members agree to participate in collection of delinquent payments and
enforcement in their respective Counties.

o

Members may not collect additional fees.

o

Withdrawal permitted but does not affect obligations with respect to outstanding
PACE Special Charges.

o

Cities, Villages and Towns may become non-voting members.

8
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PACE WISCONSIN BOARD/GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
•

Every Member required to appoint a current "Public Official" as its "Representative
Director"

•

Up to 9 additional directors appointed by Sponsors:

•

•

o

Wisconsin Counties Association.

o

League of Wisconsin Municipalities.

o

Green Tier legacy Communities.

Executive Committee facilitates administration:
o

Majority must be County Representative Directors

o

Cannot levy Special Charges independent of Board.

Special voting requirements for levying Special Charges:
o

Majority of Quorum must be County Representative Directors.

o

Special Charge approved by a majority of Representative Directors.

o County in which Special Charge is levied effectively has "veto power" through its
Representative Director.

9
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PACE-WISCONSIN FINANCING STRUCTURE
COUNTY A

Program
Administrator
Services:
--aAPPLICATION ,,_ _..
APPROVAL,
PACE
MONITORING,
BILLING

COUNTYB

COUNTYC

PAC

WISCONSIN

LI.I
· ~

<C

:::c

u
_,

I

<(

u

LI.I

Q,.

\

en
LI.I
en
0
Q,.

~

Special Charge
Installments
and
Program Fees

Financing
Agreement"

••
•••
••
•
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·Loan Payments- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - •
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PACE WISCONSIN S PECIAL CHARGE
AND FINANCING AGREEMENT
•

Tri-party agreement among Property Owner, Lender and Commission

•

Lender o agrees to make a loan to finance Borrower's Project;

•

o

agrees to collect in installments;

o

gives up the right to accelerate future amounts;

o

gives up the right to foreclose immediately upon default.

Borrower/Property Owner o

consents to the imposition of a special charge by the Commission;

o agrees to repay PACE Loan in installments;
o agrees to pay all related costs and fees;

•

o

agrees to indemnify the Commission, the County, and the Lender;

o

waives right to challenge special charge for any reason, including nonperformance of project or non-realization of energy savings.

Commission o

Agrees to impose special charge;

o Collect installments and remit the portion that constitutes loan repayments to the
Lender (NOTE: this is done through the Program Administrator);
o

Put delinquent special charges on the tax bill;

o

Use its best efforts to cause the County to foreclose or assign (if permitted by
law).

11
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SPECIAL CHARGE AND FINANCING AGREEMENT
"PROTECTIVE PROVISIONS"
•

Indemnification.
"... [T]he Property Owner agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Commission, the County
and the Capital Provider, as well as their respective directors, officers, employees, agents,
officials, attorneys, representatives, subsidiaries and affiliates, and the successors and assigns of
the foregoing (each, an "Indemnified Party'' which term shall include, without limitation, each of
the County Parties identified in Section 4.10 ... ), from and against all damages, losses, settlement
payments, obligations, liabilities, claims, suits, penalties, assessments, citations, directives,
demands, judgments, actions or causes of action, whether statutorily created or under the common
law, including all costs and expenses (including, without limitation, reasonable fees and
disbursements of attorneys, engineers and consultants) and all other liabilities whatsoever
(including, without limitation, liabilities under any applicable environmental laws, regulations or
rules) which shall at any time or times be incurred, suffered, sustained or required to be paid by
any such Indemnified Party (except any of the foregoing which result from the negligence or
willful misconduct of the Indemnified Party) (collectively, the "Indemnified Amounts") on
account of, or in relation to, or in any way in connection with (i) any violation or alleged violation
of non-compliance with or liability under any requirements of law, (ii) any lien or claim arising on
or against the Property under any requirements of law or any liability asserted against any
Indemnified Party with respect thereto, (iii) any past, present, or future violation or alleged
violation of any environmental laws, regulations or rules in connection with the Property by any
person ... , (iv) any presence of any hazardous, toxic or harmful substances, materials, wastes,
pollutants or contaminants ... on ... the Property, (v) any of the arrangements or transactions
contemplated by, associated with or ancillary to this Agreement, ... . In any investigation,
proceeding or litigation, or the preparation therefor, the Commission, the County and the Capital
Provider shall each select its own counsel and, in addition to the foregoing indemnity, the Property
Owner agrees to pay promptly the reasonable fees and expenses of such counsel. . . . This section
shall survive the execution, delivery, performance and repayment of this Agreement and the
PACE Financing and the filing of any release or extinguishment of the PACE Special Charge ...."

•

Liability disclaimer.
"Neither the Commission nor ... the County shall have any liability to the Property Owner or any
other person on account of (i) the Property Owner engaging a contractor from the list of
contractors submitted by the Commission [OR] the County ... to the Property Owner, (ii) the
services performed by the Contractor, or (iii) any neglect or failure on the part of the Contractor to
perform or properly perform its services. Neither the Commission nor ... the County assumes any
obligation of the Property Owner concerning the Contractor, the quality of construction of the
Project or the absence therefrom of defects.... "

•

Waiver and release
"For and in consideration of the Commission's execution and delivery of this Agreement, Property
Owner . . . and the Capital Provider hereby waive the right to recover from the Commission, the
County and any and all officials, agents, employees, attorneys and representatives of either of
them (collectively, the "County Parties"), and fully and irrevocably release the County Parties

12
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from, any and all claims, obligations, liabilities, causes of action or damages (including attorneys'
fees and court costs), that Property Owner or the Capital Provider may now have or hereafter
acquire against any of the County Parties and accruing from or related to (i) this Agreement, (ii)
the disbursement of the PACE Financing Amount, (iii) the levy and collection of the Installments,
(iv) the imposition of the lien of the PACE Special Charges, (v) the performance of the Project,
(vi) the Project, (vii) any damage to or diminution in value of the Property that may result from
construction or installation of the Project, (viii) any injury or death that may result from the
construction or installation of the Project, (ix) the selection of manufacturer(s), dealer(s),
supplier(s), contractor(s) and/or installer(s), and their action or inaction with respect to the Project,
(x) the merchantability and fitness for any particular purpose, use or application of the Project, (xi)
the amount of energy savings resulting from the Project or any assured performance guaranty, (xii)
the workmanship of any third parties under any agreements including, without limitation, any
Construction Contracts, and (xiii) any other matter with respect to the PACE Program
(collectively, the " Liabilities" ). For avoidance of doubt, "Liabilities" includes, without limitation,
any claim or defense that challenges, questions or otherwise involves the Commission' s due
organization, existence, powers (including the power to levy the PACE Special Charge), or its
rules, regulations or practices, or any alleged defect or irregularity in the proceedings of the
Commission or the County relative to the PACE Program, or relative to the levy and collection of
the PACE Special Charge.
This release includes claims, obligations, liabilities, causes of action and damages of which the
Property Owner or the Capital Provider is not presently aware or which the Property Owner or the
Capital Provider does not suspect to exist which, if known by the Property Owner or the Capital
Provider, would materially affect Property Owner's or the Capital Provider's release of the County
Parties. ...."

•

No Commission or County guaranty
"The Commission and the County do not assume any responsibility for, or guarantee in any
manner whatsoever, in whole or in part, the repayment of the PACE Financing between the
Property Owner and the Capital Provider or the payment of the PACE Special Charges or any
Installment. In no event shall the Commission, the County or any County Party ever be required
to expend its own funds directly or indirectly on the Project."

13
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SPECIAL CHARGE AND FINANCING AGREEMENT
FORECLOSURE PROVISIONS
•

Consistent with the Model Ordinance

•

Delinquent Tax Bill (Section 6.01).
"If the Property becomes subject to a Delinquent Tax Bill, then, pursuant to the Ordinance, the
County, following its customary and usual practices, shall begin a property tax foreclosure
proceeding on the Property at the earliest time allowed by law and otherwise in accordance with
the provisions of the Ordinance and Chapters 74 and 75 of the Wisconsin Statutes; provided,
however, in the event the County determines based on the condition of the Property or other
reasons that foreclosure of the Property is not in the best interests of the County, then the
procedures set forth in Section 6.02 below shall apply. In the event the County elects to initiate a
foreclosure proceeding, then:
The Commission, on behalf of the County, hereby agrees that the County shall commence and
diligently pursue such action to foreclose on the property tax lien as soon as legally permissible
under the Act, the Ordinance and Wisconsin Statute §75.521, as amended.
If the property tax lien against the Property is to be foreclosed pursuant to Wisconsin Statute
§75.521, and the County obtains a judgment vesting the County with title to the Property, the
County shall take all commercially reasonable efforts to lease or sell the Property.
After a sale or lease of the Property, the proceeds of such disposition of the Property shall be
distributed by the County in accordance with the procedures set forth in Wisconsin Statute §75.36,
as amended.

•

No Foreclosure by County (Section 6.02).
"If the Property becomes subject to a Delinquent Tax Bill, and the County determines that
foreclosure of the Property is not in the best interests of the County based on the condition of the
Property or other reasons, then the Commission shall, within thirty (30) days of the County's
determination not to pursue foreclosure, advise the Capital Provider of such determination in
writing. The Capital Provider may, but shall not be obligated to, request the County, pursuant to
Wisconsin Statute§ 75.106, as amended, assign to the Capital Provider the County's right to take
judgment against the Property pursuant to Wisconsin Statute § 75.521. Provided that (i) the
applicable requirements of Wisconsin Statute § 75.106 are satisfied to the County's satisfaction
and (ii) the Capital Provider (A) complies with all of the provisions of Wisconsin Statute§ 75.521
applicable to the Capital Provider, (B) agrees to reimburse the County for all costs reasonably
incurred by the County in connection with the foreclosure of the Property (including, without
limitation, the costs specified in Wisconsin Statute §75.36(a)l. and lm.), and (C) agrees to pay the
County all other charges owed to the County and accrued on the Property, including but not
limited to special charges other than PACE Special Charge, delinquent utility charges, personal
property taxes, special assessments, special taxes, interest and penalties, and delinquent property
taxes owed to the County, then the Commission shall use its best efforts to cause the County, as
promptly as possible following its receipt of such request, to assign to the Capital Provider the
County' s rights to take judgment against the Property."
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PACE SPECIAL CHARGE FORECLOSURE CONSIDERATIONS
•

If there is a first mortgage on the property, the Municipality is at very little risk.

•

Loan/mortgage documents will have a covenant by the borrower to pay federal, state and
local taxes, including PACE Special Charge.

•

Breach of that covenant (as well as many others) will be an "event of default" entitling
the Bank to exercise its remedies, including acceleration of the entire debt and
foreclosure.

•

Likelihood of default solely because of failure to pay a PACE Special Charge is
diminished by several factors:

•

•

o

Energy savings is cash-flow positive and required energy savings guarantee
provides additional protection.

o

Bank' s consent was underwritten based on the debt service on the PACE Special
Charge.

o

Partial payments are applied to PACE Special Charge before ad valorem taxes.

First step in any default situation is a "loan workout" - adjusting payments, extending
maturity, etc. to enable the borrower to service the debt. In a workout situation,
o

Bank's primary interest is in enabling the borrower to satisfy its obligations while
maintaining its lien position in the collateral.

o

The Bank is authorized to make advances - including payment of taxes (PACE
Special Charge) - to protect its interest in the collateral (known as "protective
advances").

o

Partial protective advance is applied to PACE Special Charge before being applied
to property tax.

If workout attempts fail, Bank may be forced to foreclose.
o

Only way for Bank to recover anything.

o

Delinquent PACE Special Charge is a priority lien on the property that has to be
discharged/satisfied as part of the foreclosure process before Bank can take title to
the property.
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o

•

The remaining (non-delinquent) PACE Special Charge remains attached to the
property.

Statute permits assignment of foreclosure judgment in case of brownfields property.
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PACE MODEL ORDINANCE
1)

PURPOSE The COUNTY finds that renovations or additions to premises located in the COUNTY made to improve energy
efficiency, ·improve water efficiency, and/or use renewable resource applications, increase property values, stimulate I ~
economic activity, provide local and global environmental benefits, and promote the general welfare ~£COUNTY residents.
The purpose of this Section is to facilitate loans arranged by property owners or lessees to make such improvements by
treating loan pmcipal and interest, fees, and other charges as special charges eligible for inclusion on the tax roll for these
properties.

2)

DEFINITIONS. In this section:
a.

"Annual installment" means the portion of the PACE loan that is due and payable for a particular year under the
supplemental agreement.

b.

"Borrower" means the property owner or lessee of the subject property that borrows the proceeds of a PACE loan.

c.

"Default loan balance" means the outstanding balance, whether or not due, of a PACE loan at the time that the
COUNTY receives foreclosure proceeds.

d.

"Foreclosure proceeds" means the proceeds received by the COUNTY from the disposition of a subject property
through an in rem property tax foreclosure.

e.

"Loan amount" means the principal, interest, administrative fees (including the Program Administrator' s fees) and
other loan charges to be paid by the borrower under the PACE loan.

f.

"PACE" means the acronym for property assessed clean energy.

g.

"PACE default provisions" means:
i.

The delinquent annual installment(s) due when the COUNTY initiates the in rem property tax foreclosure on the
subject property;

ii.

Any additional annual installment(s) that become due between the time that the COUNTY initiates in rem
property tax foreclosure on the subject property and the date the County receives the foreclosure proceeds;

iii.

Any default interest charges applied to unpaid annual installments referenced in subs. (i) and (ii) above, as
provided in the supplemental agreement; and

iv.

Any default loan balance.

h.

"PACE lender" means any person that makes a PACE loan, and which may include an affiliate of the borrower.

i.

"PACE loan" means a loan made by a PACE lender to a borrower under this Section for energy efficiency
improvements, water efficiency improvements, or renewable resource applications made to or installed on a subject
property.

j.

"Person" means any individual, association, firm, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, trust, joint
venture or other legal entity, or a political subdivision as defined in Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat.

k.

" Program Administrator" means the person retained by the Wisconsin PACE Commission as provided in sub. 5(b).

I.

" Subject property" means any premises located in the COUNTY on which energy efficiency improvements, water
efficiency improvements, or renewable resource applications are being or have been made and financed through an
outstanding PACE loan.

m.

" Supplemental agreement" means a written agreement among a borrower, a PACE lender and the COUNTY, as
provided for in sub. 7.

n.

"Wisconsin PACE Commission" means the Wisconsin PACE Commission formed under Sec. 66.0301, Wis. Stat., as
amended, by the COUNTY and one or more other political subdivisions as defined in Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat.,
pursuant to a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement relating to the Wisconsin PACE Commission dated [
], as
amended.
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3)

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. This Section is enacted pursuant to Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat., as amended, which authorizes a
County to make a loan or enter into an agreement regarding loan repayments to a 3rd party for owner-arranged or Jesseearranged financing, with an owner or a lessee of a premises located in the County for making or installing an energy
efficiency improvement, a water efficiency improvement or a renewable resource application to a premises.

4)

PACE LOANS AS SPECIAL CHARGES; DELINQUENT AMOUNTS AS LIENS. Any PACE loan made and secured
pursuant to this Section shall be considered a special charge on the subject property. Any annual installment or portion of a
PACE loan made and secured pursuant to this Section that becomes delinquent according to the terms of the PACE loan
shall be a lien against the subject property and placed on the tax roll, as permitted pursuant to Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat., as
amended.

5)

WISCONSIN PACE COMMISSION.

6)

7)

a.

Any of the powers and duties of the COUNTY under this Section, except for those under sub. 9, may (but are not
required to) be delegated to the Wisconsin PACE Commission.

b.

The Wisconsin PACE Commission is further authorized to retain a Program Administrator to act as its agent and
administer the PACE program, subject to adherence with PACE program requirements consistent with this Section and
Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat., as amended.

LOAN APPROVAL.
a.

A prospective borrower applying for a PACE loan shall comply with the loan application process set forth in the
program manual approved by the COUNTY.

b.

The COUNTY shall approve the financing arrangements between a borrower and PACE lender.

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT.
a

The COUNTY, the borrower and the PACE lender shall execute the supplemental agreement which, without limitation:
i.

Shall inform the participants that the PACE loan amount shall be imposed as and considered a special charge, and
each year's annual installment may be included on the property tax roll of the subject property as a special charge
and an annual installment that is delinquent shall be a lien against the subject property pursuant to Sec. 66.0627,
Wis. Stats., as amended;

ii.

Shall recite the amount and the term of the PACE loan;

iii.

Shall provide for the amount, or a method for determining the amount, of the annual installment due each year;

iv.

Shall provide whether default interest may be applied to unpaid annual installments;

v.

Shall require the PACE lender and the borrower to comply with all federal, state and local lending and disclosure
requirements;

vi.

Shall provide for any fees payable to the COUNTY and/or Program Administrator;

vii. Shall recite that the supplemental agreement is a covenant that runs with the land;
viii. May provide for prepayments of annual installments by the borrower with a resulting reduction in the special
charge for the prepayment, subject to any prepayment premium charged by the PACE lender, if any; and
ix.
b.

May allow for amendment by the parties.

Prior to executing the supplemental agreement, the owner of the subject property, if different from the borrower, and
any existing mortgage holder(s) on the subject property must have executed a separate writing acknowledging the
borrower' s use of PACE financing for the subject property and the special charge that will be imposed under this
Section and its consequences, including the remedies for collecting the special charge.

c.

Each PACE loan shall be amortized over the term of the PACE loan as provided in the supplemental agreement.

d.

The annual payments of a PACE loan may be payable in installments as authorized by Sec. 66.0627, Wis. Stat., as
amended.
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8)

ANNUAL INSTALLMENTS ADDED TO TAX ROLLS. Upon the request of the Program Administrator, the COUNTY
shall place each year's annual installment on the tax roll for the subject property as permitted pursuant to Sec. 66.0627, Wis.
Stat., as amended.

9)

REMITTANCE OF SPECIAL CHARGES. The COUNTY shall promptly remit to the Wisconsin PACE Commission any
payment(s) for a special charge imposed under this Section, including penalties, interest and charges thereon, it may receive
from any taxing district or the COUNTY treasurer pursuant to Ch. 74, Wis. Stats., as amended.

10) PROPERTY TAX FORFECLOSURE PROCEDURES.
a.

The COUNTY elects to utilize the provisions of Sec. 75.521, Wis. Stat., as amended, for the purpose of enforcing tax
liens if a subject property owner fails to pay any special charges imposed on the subject property under this Section as
required.

b.

The COUNTY shall begin an in rem property tax foreclosure proceeding on the subject property at the earliest time
allowed under Wisconsin Statutes, unless the COUNTY determines that subject property is a "brownfield" (as defined
in Sec. 75.106, Wis. Stat., as amended) or that in rem property tax foreclosure is not in the best interests of the
COUNTY due to the condition of the property or other reasons.

c.

If the COUNTY has determined that it will not commence an in rem property tax foreclosure proceeding, then the
PACE lender may request that the COUNTY, pursuant to Sec. 75. 106, Wis. Stat., as amended, assign the COUNTY' S
right to take judgment against the subject property, provided that the PACE lender and the COUNTY fully comply with
all provisions of Sec. 75.106, Wis. Stat., as amended, concerning the subject property and the PACE lender agrees to
pay the amounts required by Sec. 75.36(3)(a)l and Im, Wis. Stat., as amended.

11) SALE OF FORECLOSED PROPERTY. If the COUNTY prevails in an in rem property tax foreclosure action against a
subject property, the COUNTY shall diligently proceed to sell the subject property pursuant to the procedures set forth in
Sec. 75.69, Wis. Stat., as amended.
12) DISTRIBUTION OF FORECLOSURE PROCEEDS. The COUNTY treasurer shall follow the procedures set forth in Sec.
75.36, Wis. Stat., as amended, to distribute the proceeds from the sale of a subject property.
13) ORDINANCE ELECTING TO PROCEED UNDER SEC. 75.521, Wis. Stats., IN RELATION TO THE ENFORCEMENT
OF COLLECTION OF TAX LIENS.
a

[faamine COUNTY' S local ordinances to determine if COUNTY has already adopted Wis. Stat. 75.521 in rem
foreclosure; if this or a similar election does not exist in COUNTY ordinances, the language in sub-(b) should be
utilized).

b.

From and after [INSERT DATE] the COUNTY elects to adopt the provisions of Sec. 75.521 , Wis. Stat., as amended,
for the purpose of enforcing tax liens in such COUNTY in the cases where the procedure provided by such section is
applicable.
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OTHER RELEVANT STATUTES
•

Section 75.106 - Assignment of property contaminated by hazardous substances.

•

Section 75.521 - Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.

•

Section 75.36 - County acquisition and sale of property.
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2018 SAWYER

COUNT?
LAND SALE

in compliance with section 75.69, Wisconsin Statutes, the Land, Water, and Forest Resources Committee of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors will accept
bids on the following parcels of county-owned land. The Land, Water, and Forest Resources Committee of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all bids. Parcels (and improvements thereto) are sold “as is" and are subject to any and all reservations, easements,
and exceptions
of record; and are subject to the provisions of Sawyer County zoning, sanitary code, and subdivision control ordinances and
laws and regulations. By applying for purchase of parcels included in this list the
regulations, and to any and all federal, state, and local government
successful
applicant agrees to hold Sawyer County harmless for any and all costs and expenses that might be required for procurement of evidence
thereto. The
of said access, and for the condition of the land andlor improvements
of title, property boundaries, access rights andlor development
buyer is responsible for inspection of the property prior to the sale. Sawyer County does not guarantee title, acreage, access rights, location of property
thereto. Sawyer County will issue only quit claim deeds, conveying only whatever interest
boundaries, or condition of the land and/or improvements
Acreage amounts
Sawyer County has in each parcel, upon sale of the parcels, and will reserve any existing road right-of-way and flowage easements.
listed for each parcel in the tax roll and on the land sale list, and tax parcel map depictions of parcels may not be accurate and are not guaranteed by
Sawyer County.

minimum
bid $

Sec/Twn

approx.

abbreviated legal description
TOWN OF BASS LAKE
The County owns additional lots in the Northwoods Beach Subdivision and will sell
at estimated fair market value established for such lots by the town assessor

/range

acreage

20. O02-103-17-3900
24. 002-103-24-1800
26. 002-106-16-2901
27. 002-109-10-1900
30. 002-940-08-4403

AbendpostBeach Subdivision, Lots 39 & 40, Block 17

30.40.8
30.408
3l.40.8
31.408
8.40.9

.138
.138
.138
.138
2.76

$600
$600
$44,500

36. 010-294-00 6300

Wood Creek GolfVil1as Condo Decl 822/539 and Decl 333752, Unit 63 & 1/72"“
Interest in Common Elements & Facilities
Part Government Lot 3 Lying North & West of Linden Rd

32.41.8

.809

$18,900

23.41.8

3.383

$11,400

11.38.6
11.386

2.5
2.5
1.39

$2,800
$3,000
$19,725

5.0

$5,075

.98
1.7

$24,000
$3,400

17.37.07
8.37.7
29.37.7

.81
20.0
27.9

$5,500
$17,275
$38,850

1838.5
27.39.5

1.99
1.45

$6,500
$33 75

22.38.7
22.38.7
15.38.7
22.38.7

.33
.37
.48
.32

$3,000
$3,000
$12,450
$24,300

legacy parcel
identification number

.

.
'

Abendpost Beach Subdivision, Lots 18 & 19, Block 24
AbendpostBeach Subdivision, 15‘Addition, Lot 29 & 30, Block 16
AbendpostBeach Subdivision, 2”“Addition, Lots 19 & 20, Block 10
Part SE 1/4 SE ‘A

’

$600
$600

TOWN OF HAYWARD

38. 010-841-23 5323

TOWN OF MEADOWBROOK
TOWN OF OJIBWA
42. 020-638-11-3303 NE ‘ANW ‘ASW ‘ASW ‘A
SE ‘ASW ‘ASW ‘ASW ‘A
43. 020-638-11-3309
44. 020-639—23—5710 Part Govt Lot 7, Lot 1, Certi?ed Survey No 6093, Volume 21, pages 338
TOWN OF SAND LAKE
026-939-13 3402 W ‘/2E ‘/2E ‘/2E ‘/2S ‘/2SW ‘A

23.39.6

.

_

TOWN OF PIDER LAKE

47. 028-642-20-1417
48. 028-642-29-2301
49. 030-190-04-0302
50. 030-737-08 4406
51. 030-737-29 1107
52. 032-538-18-4204
54. 032-539-27 1408

57.
58.
60.
61.

176-106-04-0200

176-106-04-0800
176-170-13 1300
176-171-19 0800

20.42.6

Part SE ‘ANE ‘A
Part SW ‘ANW ‘A

2942.6

TOWN OF WEIRGOR
Lots 1-2, Part lots 3-6, Block 4, Except land conveyed for highway
Part SE ‘ASE ‘A
Part NE ‘ANE ‘A& Part SE ‘ANE ‘A
TOWN OF WINTER
Part NW ‘ASE ‘A,Lot 1, CSM 29/319, Survey No. 7478
Part SE ‘ANE ‘A,Lying East ofthe Brunet River and North ofthe Tuscobia Trail
VILLAGE OF RADISSON
Boncler’s Addition, Lot 2, Block 4
Boncler’s Addition, Lot 8, Block 4
Lots 13-18, Block 13, Original Plat
Lots 8-11, Block 19, 15‘Addition
‘

'
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Real Estate

Sawyer County Property Listing.

Property

Today's Date: 1/24/2019
Description

Status:

3‘?

Current

Created On: 2/6/20077:55:32 AM
Updated: 1/16/2019

18881

Ownership

Updated: 3/24/2017
HAYWARDWI

SAWYER COUNTY

57-016-2-37-06-03-2 02-O00-000040

016637032204
Municipality:
STR:
Description:
Recorded Acres:
Calculated Acres:
Lottery Claims:
First Dollar:
Zoning:
ESN:
Tax Districts

1
57
016
576615
001700

1:7“
Recorded

Documents

.6.4
(016) TOWN OF MEADOWBROOK
S03 ‘i37N R06W
PRT FRACNWNW
4.080
4.167
0
No

Site Address

*

indicates Private Road

Property

Updated:

10/2/2013

2-Year Comparison

Land:
Improved:
Total:

Property

N/A

Updated: 3/17/2014

Assessment

2019 Assessment Detail
Code
X3-E)(EMPT COUNTY

Updated: 2/6/2007
State of Wisconsin
Sawyer County
Town of Meadowbrook
Winter School District
Technical College

Mailing Address:
SAWYER COUNTY
10610 MAINST STE 10
HAYWARDWI 54843

N/A
“in

(F-1) Forestry One
433

IN REM JUDGMENT

Date Recorded: 9/4/2013

Billing Address:
SAWYER COUNTY
10610 MAINSTSTE 10
HAYWARDWI 54843

Acres
4.080

Land

2018
0
0
0

2019

O

0
0
0

Imp.
0

Change
0.0%
0.0%
0.0°/o

History
1

387064
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APPLICATION TO PURCHASE COUNTY-OWNEDLAND
COUNTYTREASURER'S OFFICE
SAWYER
P.O. BOX 935
HAYWARD, WI 54843-0935
715/634-4868

0. /Q/{I'LL/I/14
/q3'4)P/‘
MQZ
AS YOU WANT IT LISTED ON THE DEED
EASE PRINT THE FULL NAAME(S)

/8

"so A7 ~:cm%em’

, re».

gr ,z1//’/is

DRESS

53

a\2”>/

/

CITY, STATE, ZIP

15,3
we/7z/z:v—/

NE NUMBER

-

OF ITEM NUMBER
EREBYAPPLY FOR THE PURCHASE
‘ID SALE LIST DATED 2018' DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
.

.

'

’

%

SECTION

ECRIPTION

O I I‘? @3070593
T

3ACY PIN #

INDICATED ON THE SAWYER

D
_

t

COUNTY

_._{..

“V
I

O

A‘

I

RANGE
TWNSHP

1

ACRES

13x04
qg

I SUBMITTINGPAYMENT, MADE PAYABLE TO THE SAWYER COUNTYTREASURER,

O
OF $
ICH IS AT LEAST THE AMOUNT OF THE MINIMUMBID AT THELAST ADVERTISED LAND SALE, PLUS
30.00 RECORDING FEE.
ve read and

provision as
the NOTICE
understand
"

printed below.

;>V'év~“”‘
'

HNED:

.

"

DATED:

/~/('9'

/

<%“

_/

NOTICE

right
Committee of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors reserves the
Land, Water and ForestResources
any
to
subject
thereto) are sold "as is" andare‘
iccept or reject any and all bids. Parcels (and-improvements
easements, and exceptions of record; and are subject to the provisions of Sawyer County
I all reservations,
and
aing, sanitary code, and subdivision control ordinances and regulations, and to any and all federal, state
successful
list
the
this
in
included
parcels
By applying for purchase of
al government laws and regulationsfor"
llicant agrees to hold Sawyer County harmless for any and all costs and expenses that might be required
curement of evidence of title, property boundaries, access rights andlor developmentof.said access,
I for the condition of the land andlor improvements thereto.

3

'

’

title,
buyer is responsible for inspection of property prior to the sale. Sawyer County does not guarantee
thereto.
eage, access rights, location of property boundaries, or condition of the land and/or improvements
each
vyer County will issue only quit claim deeds, conveying only whatever interest Sawyer County has in
easements.
flowage
and
right-of-way
road
existing
any
reserve
will
and
parcels,
the
sale
of
cel, upon
amounts listed for each parcel in the tax roll and on the land sale list, and tax parcel map depictions
'eage
marcels may not be accurate and are not guaranteed by Sawyer County.
2
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Real Estate Sawyer County Property Listing
Today's Date:

Created On:

. .

F‘!

Property Status:

034 Description

Updated:

4/20/2017

Ownership
SAWYERCOUNTY

42722

57-026-2-39-09-22-S05-004-000100
026939225410
Municipality:
STR:
Description:
Recorded Acres:
__.__.__j_________.___.___.___:_:___:__.
CalculatedAcres:
Lottery Claims:
First Dollar:

ee_.

Z°”i”9:

(026) TOWN OF SANDLAKE
S22 'l39N RO9W
PRT GOVTLOT4 & PRT NESW
14.000
0.000
0
No
(RR1) Residential/Recreational
One

Updated:
.

4:71
Recorded

Documents

IN REM JUDGMENT
Date Recordéd:9/11/2014

‘

Site Address

indicates Private Road

*

N./A

E

Property Assessment

2019 Assessment
Code

4/20/2017
392197

_

2-Year Comparison
Land:
Improved:
Total:

—

HISTORY

Expand AllHistory

Acres
14.000

Land
0

,

2018
0
0
0

2019

Imp.
0

Change

‘

O
0
0

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

0’

Property History
Parent Properties
57-O26-2-39-09-22-3 01-000-000010

NOTE
Date Recorded: 4/20/2017
WARRANTY DEED
Date Recorded: 8/3/1983

Updated: 3/15/2018

Detail

4/20/2017

state of Wisconsin
Sawyer County
Town of Sand Lake
Hayward Community School District
Technical College
Updated:

Mailing Address:
SAWYER COUNTY
10610 MAINSTSTE 10
HAYWARD
WI 54843

1

-

001700

40

HAYWARD
WI

X3~EXEMPT
COUNTY

Districts

1
57
026
572478

4/20/20172:56:05 PM
Updated: 4/20/2017

Billing Address:
SAWYER COUNTY
10610 MAINST STE 10
HAYWARD
WI 54843

. A;

7.1Tax

Current

A

1/24/2019

Tax ID
_2_8_€_$_0;

Z_8_8_2é

187855 353/140

White=Current Parcels

Pink=Retired Parcels

Tax ID: 28826 Pin: 57-026-2-39-09-22-505-O04-000020 Leg. Pin: 026939225402 MaQ_ID: 24.2
Tax ID: 28801 Pin: S7-026-Z-39-09-22-301-O00-000010 Lgg. Pin: 026939223101 Map ID: .9.1
42722
This Parcel
Parents
Children

Page 80 of 89

APPLICATION TO PURCHASE COUNTY-OWNED LAND
SAWYER COUNTYTREASURER'S OFFICE
P.o. BOX 935
HAYWARD, WI 54343-0935

715/634-4868

PLEASE PRINT THE FULL NAME(S) AS

4//£6
ADDRESS

OU WANT IT LISTED ON THE DEED

'

Z/g"—Zégu

2&0

PHONE NUMBER

W? 9"/73d

/W

?ag/mix Q

aé

CITY, STATE, ZIP

7

I

6 INDICATED ON THE SAWYER COUNTY

I HEREBY APPLY FOR THE PURCHASE OF ITEM NUMBER
LAND SALE LIST DATED 2018 DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

I/'7"—»d‘

54/y

&0l/K/L/7’\@/IfLd7L$z
5ecé?.D—

%”“(

EscRIPTIoN
LEGACY PIN#

SECTION TWNSHP

/1714 757'
'

93“

0

5/0

RANGE

ACRES

S”V/ 0
V;

gg

I AM SUBMITTING PAYMENT, MADE PAYABLE TO THE SAWYER COUNTY TREASURER, OF $
wHIcH IS AT LEAST THE AMOUNT OF THE MINIMUM BID AT THE LAST ADVERTISED LAND SALE, PLUS
A $30.00 RECORDING FEE.
I

l have rea
sIGNED-

DATED:

"

/9” /i

The Land, Water and Forest Resources Committee of the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors reserves the right
to accept or reject any and all bids. Parcels (and improvements thereto) are sold "as is" and are subject to any
and all reservations, easements, and exceptions of record; and are subject to the provisions of Sawyer County
zoning, sanitary code, and subdivision control ordinances and regulations,
and to any and all federal, state and
local government laws and regulations.
By applying for purchase of parcels included in this list the successful
applicant agrees to hold Sawyer County harmless for any and all costs and expenses that might be required for
of evidence of title, property boundaries, access rights andlor development of said access,
procurement
and for the condition of the land andlor improvements thereto.
The buyer is responsible for inspection of property prior to the sale. Sawyer County does not guarantee title,
acreage, access rights, location of property boundaries, or condition of the land andlor improvements thereto.
Sawyer County will issue only quit claim deeds, conveying only whatever interest Sawyer County has in each
parcel, upon sale of the parcels, and will reserve any existing road right-of-way and flowage easements.
Acreage

amounts

listed for each

parcel

in the tax roll and on the land sale list, and tax parcel
by Sawyer County.

map depictions

of parcels may not be accurate and are not guaranteed

1/16/201910:19 AM
W:\Treasurer\County

Land Sale Lists & Forms\LAND SALE OTC APPLlCATlON2018.xls

Page 81 of 89

.

mmo.

//

$8
nuum

mumlmn
.33

mnuumun
..u.>

mumum:

.5

3mm
mm

wxcam?zm

..>xm

.2

na?nz.

.

mmm
n:
m nmmmx

.3.

Ezm

En
cmmq

cmmnmmm
m..>vGuam
cmnzEm

Ezmm.

zoi.
F
uwwmz

“W

./\

_

Page 82 of 89

State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

EMERGENCY FIRE WARDEN ORGANIZATION LIST
Form 4300-10
Rev 1-2019

To the Honorable:
County Board of Sawyer County, Wisconsin.
Ladies & Gentlemen:
In accord with section 26.12(3) and section 26.14(3) of the Wisconsin Statutes we recommend the following persons to act as authorized
emergency fire wardens for the prevention and suppression of forest fires in this county for the year 2019 and ask your approval of this organization list.

EMERGENCY FIRE WARDENS

MILLER, Jim 13394W Trepania Rd., Hayward, WI 54843
LCO Fire Dept.

for town of Bass

Lake

BEARHART, Henry, 9790N CTH K Hayward, WI, 54843
LCO Conservation

for town of Hayward

DINEEN, Dan, 10592W Omaha Rd., Radisson, WI 54867
DJ Mart

for town of

BYRNE, Carey 6317 W State Rd 27, Stone Lake, WI 54876
DJ Mart

for town of Sand

JONES, Pat, 12272N Upper “A” Rd, Hayward, WI 54843
Happy Hooker Bait and Tackle

for town of

Spider Lake

HART, Tracie, 11033 W Hwy 48, Exeland, WI 54835
The Exland Depot

for town of

Weirgor

VOSBERG, Brian, Hayward, WI 54843
(USFS) Forest Service Ranger Station
604 Nyman Ave. Hayward, WI 54843

for town of Hunter

RABUCK, Jennifer, Hayward, WI 54843
(USFS) Forest Service Ranger Station
604 Nyman Ave. Hayward, W

for town of

Radisson
Lake

Hunter

Park Falls, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

_____________________________
(Date)

By: ____________________________________
Area Forester/Ranger

_____________________________
(Date)

By: ____________________________________
County Board Chairperson
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Resolution _ _ _ __

1

2
3

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE TO THE 2019 RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT BUDGET FOR THE

4

CARLSON ROAD BRIDGE PROJECT

5

6

WHEREAS, Sawyer County is abandoning the outlet structure on Little Round Lake commonly known as

7

the Carlson Road dam; and,

8

WHEREAS, the structure currently contains a bridge to service nineteen properties on or near Little

9

Round Lake; and,

10

WHEREAS, the structure will be removed and replaced by a wider concrete box culvert; and,

11

WHEREAS, Sawyer County owns the current structure; and,

12

WHEREAS, there aren't funds in the 2019 budget to fund the project.

13

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors approves appropriating

14

Resource Development Fund Balance (Fund 240) in the amount of $105,000 for the Little Round Lake

15

project.

16
17

Fiscal Impact: $105,000 Fund Balance Applied
Recommended for adoption by the Sawyer County Finance Committee this 21st day of February, 2019.

18
19
20
21

22

Bill Voight, Member

23
24
25

26
27
28
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County Administrator Work Report
February 14, 2019 Administration Committee Meeting

New Matters:
Board/Committee Structure & Procedures Discussion - Jon Hockhammer of the
Wisconsin Counties Association will present at the Administration Committee meeting
on February 14, 2019 to discuss County Board and Committee structure, meeting
procedures, roles & responsibilities, and other topics.
Airport – Fixed Base Operator’s Lease – While reviewing the terms of the current
Lease with L&L Aviation, Inc., which expires in November is an ongoing matter, it is
moved to “new matters” because lease negotiations are underway. The Public Works
Committee discussed options in closed session at its meeting in January and will again
discuss more specific issues with legal counsel in closed session on February 13, 2019.
2020 Census – I met with Marilyn Miller, Partnership Specialist with the U.S.
Department of Commerce regarding preparing for the 2020 census. Ms. Miller will be
presenting information to the Administration Committee about the importance of
ensuring an accurate count and the County’s obligations and responsibilities in assisting
with the national census.
Drug Testing – I have been working with Diane McNamer to implement a change in
required drug testing methods from the oral swab method to a patch-test method. The
reason for the change relates to greater efficiencies and improved quality of testing.
Staff will receive training on February 14th from Midwest Monitoring System.

Ongoing Matters/Updates:
DNR/Private Land Cutting Notifications – After various correspondence, I met with
the County Clerk and County Treasurer to discussion resolution on the County’s
process for issuing “County Cutting Notices,” which is a statutory requirement relating to
a person intending to harvest timber on private lands. We then met with DNR staff and
others to ensure this matter has been resolved to all parties’ satisfaction and the County
is now in compliance with the required statutes. A process was initiated to monitor
property tax payments on properties where a cutting permit has been issued.

1
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Ryan Conditional Use Request Appeal – The Ryans’ request for the County Board of
Appeals’ review of the County Zoning Committee’s denial of a conditional use permit for
a used car establishment was heard on January 15, 2019. Legal counsel attended the
hearing and presented on behalf of the County Zoning Committee to defend its work in
light of the new legislation setting forth specific requirements for conditional use permit
requests was passed. The County Board of Appeals overturned the Zoning
Committee’s decision in a 4-1 vote, thereby approving the conditional use permit for a
used car establishment. I have received citizen inquiries regarding the Ryans’ use and
the County’s enforcement of existing restrictions and I continue to respond to those
inquiries.
Employee Handbook/Policy Manual - Work continues on the County’s Employee
Handbook/Policy Manual and we received a draft from legal counsel this week. I will
continue to assist HR in addressing any questions with the Handbook. As previously
mentioned, we engaged a program through Wisconsin County Mutual Insurance that
will assist in reviewing our current Handbook draft and provide additional guidance.
JusticePoint Assessment and Diversion Program Implementation – Criminal
Justice Coordinator Diane McNamer was trained by JusticePoint personnel on the
appropriate screening tools to use in jail. This will not only help in setting bond by the
Judge and help identify low risk individuals, it will also continue to allow data collection
and analysis which is a foundation of implementing evidence-based practices to meet
both federal and state grant requirements.
Diversion programs being implemented include a job skills training course in conjunction
with Northwest Wisconsin Workforce Development for food prep and safety certification,
and Prime for Life sponsored by ICAA which is a risk reduction program for first-time
possession of THC.
Office Moves – We are working to finalize the last phases of additional office moves
with the continued goal of determining and implementing how best to deliver County
services. I again appreciate all County staff’s patience, input and cooperation during
the planning and actual moving periods.
PACE Program – Jon Hockhammer of the Wisconsin Counties Association will present
information regarding the PACE Program on at the Finance Committee meeting on
February 14th. The PACE Program assists local governments in imposing a special
charge on real property to secure loans made for energy efficiency, water consideration,
and renewable energy improvements.
FOIA and Open Records Policy – I am evaluating the process implemented as part of
the ‘pre-policy’ requiring that staff notify their Director of any requests by outside legal
counsel for litigation or potential litigation matters, which I issued on December 11,
2018. This evaluation assists in the development of a permanent policy to address
open records requests and a process for requests received by the County.

2
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Second Judge and Assistant District Attorneys – I continue to work with Judge
Yackel, the CJCC and Chief Judge Maureen Boyle of the 10th Judicial Administrative
District in Wisconsin in addressing the County’s need for a second judge and additional
assistant district attorney positions. The next step in planning is to hire an architect to
conduct a feasibility study of the facility needs when adding a second circuit court judge
and additional District Attorney staff. This step reaffirms the County’s commitment to
funding the costs of these positions and the required facilities.
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC)/Ordinance Adoption of State
Statutes – While the “Peace and Good Order” Ordinance was adopted by the County
Board on December 20, 2018, which allows the County to retain a larger portion of
citation fines. The Bond Schedule is now undergoing staff and CJCC review for update
and completion. The revised Bond Schedule will go before the CJCC and Public Safety
Committee for recommendation and then to the full County Board for approval.
Civil Action No. 18-cv-861-jdp – A lawsuit was filed by Mr. Gilbert Rasmussen in the
United States District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin regarding the
abandoned railroad right-of-way in the northern part of the county. Our attorney filed a
motion to dismiss on November 20th. The basis of the response is that the suit does not
properly belong in federal court. As of today, I have not heard any news whether the
Judge has made a decision on whether this case should be dismissed.
Committee Attendance & Other Meetings- I continue to attend each County
Committee meeting and work with Committee Chairs on Agenda items and other issues
relating to topics that fall under a Committee’s purview.
Other meetings attended include:
 02/05-06 – Wisconsin Legislative Exchange - Madison
Ojibwa Ambulance Station – Staff continue to work with the Wisconsin Department of
Administration to secure grant funds for the Ojibwa Ambulance Station. The Public
Works Department continues to address the construction schedule and bidding process.
Various Zoning Matters – I continue to work with the County Zoning and Conservation
Department to address various issues and implement improvement processes. In
addition, I am working with legal counsel, Zoning Committee members and staff to
implement changes in certain procedures for Zoning Committee meetings.
Legislative Session – With the new Governor now in office and the Legislative Session
commencing on January 7th, I will continue to work with the Wisconsin Counties
Association to stay updated on new or amended laws impacting the County. I will also
closely monitor any points in the Governor’s proposed budget including those relating to
court-appointed defense attorneys and other criminal justice/jail funding.
2020 County Budget Planning – I continue to work with staff to develop a plan for
determining the County Board’s 2020 Budget priorities. In addition to improving upon
the efficiencies of current operations, we will continue to focus on developing new
strategies for lowering costs and balancing the County’s budget.
3
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Other items:
 Family Mediation Commissioner contracts
 Rusk County Ambulance RFP
 Ambulance revenue collections
 DAR system installed in small courtroom
 Event & Fee Policies

4
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